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  FEBRUARY MEETING 
 

IMPORTANT….!!!!!   LOCATION CHANGE…!!!!  
 

will be held at the S.J. Wil lis School at 923 Topaz Avenue in the auditorium at 7:15 p.m.  

 
President’s Repor t 

 
 
The collective knowledge of our members is the Guild’s 
greatest asset.  January’s meeting served to highlight this 
and was a perfect example of how we are able to meet the 
Guild’s goals of providing both education and skill build-
ing.  Cam Russell gave us a lesson in how to take rough 
stock, and safely and effectively make it useable.  He did 
such a thorough job of explaining and demonstrating the 
process that I’m sure everyone was able to take something 
useful back to his or her shop.  Mike Moore then followed 
with another superb presentation on how to calculate 
“springback” when laminating wood to a certain radii . 
Thank you Cam and Mike. And to all of our members, if 
any of you out there have something to contribute, please 
do! Now, for a brief update on upcoming activities of in-
terest… 
 
Change in Meeting Location for February 8, 2005 .  
Our meeting will be held at the S.J. Willis School at 923 
Topaz Avenue in the auditorium at 7:15 p.m.  The theme 
for the night is “Chairs – All Shapes and Sizes” .  Phil 
Makin has arranged for five speakers to discuss design, 
construction, materials, and all things related to chairs! 
 
The Furniture Society Annual Conference is coming to 
Victor ia!  It is very exciting to announce that The Furni-
ture Society has unanimously chosen Victoria as the host 
city for their June 2007 conference.  Some of you may not 
have been aware that Ken Guenther and Cam Russell have 
been working on this for sometime.   Some  400-500  
society members will descend on Victoria for a 4 day con-

ference.  In the words of the society, “conferences are a 
mixture of down to earth workshops on technique, heady 
discussions, invaluable tips and tricks, exhibitions, cama-
raderie and fun.  They are unparalleled as a way to net-
work with others in the studio furniture field.  No matter 
if you are a furniture maker, curator, collector, educator, 
writer, gallery director, or professional, amateur or plain 
enthusiast, there will be plenty to inform, energize and 
inspire you” .  Its exciting to know that the Guild will play 
a major role in assisting Ken and Cam with pulling this 
conference off .  It is an honour to be chosen and a coup 
for our Guild and Victoria. 
 
The Show Committee would like to welcome Darren 
Bertuccio and thank him for agreeing to take over the 
chair from Mike Kattler. Mike has chaired this important 
and busy committee for several years with the help of Len 
Barnes. Thank you Mike and Len for the work you’ve put 
into promoting the work of our guild members. 
 
Congratulations to Hikmet (Chico) Sakman! Chico’s 
work is featured on the front cover of the February/March 
issue of Canadian Woodworking magazine. As we all 
know, its no easy feat to get featured on the cover. Hope-
fully some of you will find time to read the article that 
highlights his wine cabinet and furniture business. Good 
work Chico. 
 
Russ Franson 
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Wood Recovery 
 

The guild has just purchased some 1 inch maple from a location near Cowichan Lake.   The purpose of buying this is to provide 
the present students in the Fine Furniture program with wood for their end of year project.    

 
I would like to thank Phil Smith for making the contact for us and doing the bartering.   We got it at a very good price for the 
guild.  I also want to thank the volunteers who helped move it to Victoria and load the kiln – Phil Smith, Phil Cottell , Donna 
Cottell , Ernie Bleiker, George Calveley.    

 
We have the opportunity to purchase more for guild members.   We could buy it, dry it in the kiln at Camosun and then sell it to 

members.    The anticipated price would be $1.25 a board foot.   The wood we saw did not have much figure in it, but it was 
good quali ty.  The wood would be available about September 2005, or maybe in June – depending on the drying time.    If you 

are interested please contact Wayne Holmes at 479 4694 or wgholmes@shaw.ca.    

How to prepare a piece of wood to size. 
 
Prepare a parts list 
 

Make a list of each piece needed and the number of 
pieces of each.  Ensure allowance is made for any 
joints that are required.  It is suggested that each piece 
have a “ letter” label, such as “C”   “D” “H” etc. 
 

Determine the wood to be used for each piece 
 

Look at the pieces of wood that are intended to be 
used and consider where each piece will be taken, be-
ing careful to avoid knots and cracks in the wood.  
Mark the intended pieces with chalk or crayon.   De-
termine the largest pieces first and work to the smaller 
pieces until all pieces have been identified.   Review 
against parts list before proceeding. 
 

Rough cut each piece 
 

First cut to rough length (final length +2”) and then to 
rough width (final width + ½” ).  Be aware of the shape 
of the board and consider closely how to cut the piece.   
If the board is twisted do not use the table saw if there 
is a chance of the wood binding.  Consider using a 
bandsaw, handsaw, circular saw etc. if it appears to be 
safer. 
Then cut the board to rough width.   Again, be aware 
of the shape of the board and how you can cut it 
safely.  Use a saw where you can safely guide the 
wood. 
 

Finish to size  
 

Now joint the face side.   If the wood is curved put 
the concave side down against the knives of the 
jointer.  Continue to joint this one side until you have 
a flat surface.  Note the grain direction so that a 
smooth finish is obtained.  Examine the wood be-
tween each pass to ensure you are not planing one 
end more than the other.   It isn’ t necessary to have 
the face side completely smooth, just flat enough to 
pass through the planer . Once the face side is com-
plete, mark with a face side mark “ � ”  and show the 
direction of the grain on  the face side. 
Proceed to joint an edge considering the curve in the 
wood.  Again put the concave side down.  Once the 
edge surface is flat, mark with a “V” . 
 
Move to the thickness planer to get the final dimen-
sions of the pieces required.   If the pieces are not too 
wide, the width and thickness can be done on the 
planer.  With the face side down, have the grain di-
rection mark point away from the direction that the 
wood enters the planer.   Once the second side is par-
allel to the face side, flip the piece end for end, do not 
rotate sideways, and feed into the planer.   This 
should give a good finish the same as on the jointed 
side. 
Leave the dimensions slightly larger to allow for 
sanding on the final product. 
 

Cam, we all thank you for a very clear presentation to the guild 
members.   We appreciate the time and effort you give to the 
guild. 
                                                                   Wayne Holmes 

February’s Seminar  
 
….will be everything you wanted to know about the jointer. Michael Moore will cover: machine set-up, maintenance, basic use 
and safety, as well as flattening large or twisted workpieces. This would be an excellent introduction for the beginner and a good 
refresher for the intermediate woodworker. Taking place on Feb 12 at Michael's shop 259 Esquimalt rd. Sign up at the meeting 
or contact Michael at 388-0945. Future topics for seminars include: veneering/ marquetry, and French polishing by Gregory 
Brown, a past key-note Speaker. 
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Spr ingBack Formula  by Michael Moore 
 
In the January meeting Michael laid out a fairly simple method of determining springback in a bent lamination which would be 
typically needed for furniture construction.  The formula is laid out below.  What is interesting is that there appears to be littl e 
change regardless of the species of wood used.  Having done some of this work myself, I would only suggest that the wood used 
be fairly dry and stable – but not overly dry, as this will make it more diff icult in general to bend.   
 
The value in this formula is that if you know the size (ie the radius or diameter) of the finished lamination, then using this for-
mula will provide you with the information that you need to make the size of your bending/laminating form.  The form will be 
smaller (ie tighter) in radius than the final size after it has been released from the form and sprung back.  The formula also says 
that if you want to reduce springback, you need to increase the number of laminations used, but now instead of guessing as to the 
change in springback, you can calculate it with the formula. Thanks Michael. 
                                                                                                                                                                             Phil Makin                                                                                                                     

Meeting Theme – Chairs 
 
The big theme for February is chairs.  We have a great 
group of presenters and people who can answer your ques-
tions on the many mysteries of chairs. 
 
Our panel this month consists of: 
 
Wayne Anaka – Wayne is a long time guild member who 
among other talents has been restoring and repairing chairs 
for over 20 years.  Wayne will walk us through a typical 
spindle chair repair process. 
Ted Hodson – Ted is a greenwood chair builder and repre-
sents a traditional element to chairs.  His work is also tradi-
tionally finished and looks like it will last a few hundred 
years. 
Michael Moore – Michael will discuss chair design and 
represents the modern side of the subject.  He brings a tre-
mendous interest and expertise to the subject and is a very 
good communicator. 
Jim Watson – Jim was born right where the first Windsor 
chair was made – you will find out where that is at the  

 
meeting.  Jim has been a great resource for the guild over the years 
with his work on spinning wheels, but for many years he has buil t 
Windsor chairs.  It seems these days he is going back to the chair 
side which is great. 
Richard Wroot – Richard is a brand new guild member who is a real 
“bodger” .  No not a badger a bodger.  That is the name given to a 
craftsman in England who builds chairs and Richard has a very tra-
ditional interest in chair building, somewhat like Ted’s.  Thanks 
Richard for jumping right in as a contributor to our meeting. 
 
The whole meeting will be on CHAIRS.  We ask you our members 
to bring your special chairs for brief show and tells which the panel 
will comment on.  If you have a favorite article, book or other re-
source on chair design, building or restoration, please bring it along 
and tell us why you like it. 
 
Finally, no need to bring chairs to sit on – we have them provided 
for all of us. 
 
Phil Makin 

Here is the diagram drawn by M. Moore 
 

>> 



Show your appreciation for the following companies which support the 
Guild by membership discounts. 
 
Aarr ow Safety Inc. 
Altech Machining 
Columbia Fire & Safety LTD. (10% off Card Required!) 
Island Impor ts 
Island Saw & Tool Co. 
Mother Computers (See Tony Scott, Card Required!) 
PJ White Hardwoods LT D. 
Reimer Hardwoods LT D. 
Richelieu Panel Products 
Skookum Tools LTD. 
Slegg Lumber LTD. 
Tools’n Space Woodworking 
Troy Electr ic Sales & Service 
Victor ia Speciali ty Hardware LT D. 
West Wind Hardwoods Inc. 
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EXECUTIVE: 
 
President………..Russ Franson              656-8724     russntracey@pacificcoast.net 
VP Education ….Jesse Will iams     250-246-9774     jovahn77@hotmail.com 
VP Membership.. Jim Barker                 652-2195      jim@woodandartstudio.com 
Treasurer……….Phil Cottell                 655-9190     cottells@shaw.ca 
Past President…..Phil Makin                 592-4053     pmakin@shaw.ca 
 
COMM ITTEE & PROJECT CHAIRPERSONS: 
 
Monthly Clinics – Jesse Willi ams 250 246-9774 jovahn77@hotmail.com 
Toy Workshop Project – Doug Watson 477-0701  
Keynote Speaker Committee—  Phil Makin   592-4053    pmakin@shaw.ca 
Show Committee – Mike Kattler   592-4938 
Library Committee – Ed Krakowski  656-6727  edshop@shaw.ca   
Show & Tell Com.- Jesse  Willi ams 250-246 9774 jovahn77@hotmail .com 
Great Guild Project – Harry Verstraaten   479-7717  harryv@bullockbaur.ca 
Wood Recovery Committee – Wayne Holmes 479 4694  wgholmes@shaw.ca 
Membership Database – Larry Grainger 383-1215 lgrainger@telus.net 
Guild Merchandise Committee - Gordon Thompson   655-1318 
Door Prize Coordinator - Danielle Pouimault 652-0506  
Sponsor Liason  - Max White 381- 2378 maxwell@pacificcoast.net 
Web Master - John Porter 642-4480  
Man on the Street Photos - Rob Blondeau 881-8132 rblondeau@shaw.ca 
 
 
STUDENT L IASON REPS : 
 
Camosun College –  To Be Determined 
Belmont High -  Brad Tikk 391-1992 
Other High Schools—To Be Determined 
 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR :   HC  “Chico” Sakman  721-4522  sakman@shaw.ca   
 
Please use e-mail  for your classified submissions.  I f you must phone to submit 
your ad,  please do so after 8pm. 

BENCHMARK is published every month except July and August. Unsigned articles may be reproduced without permission. Permission to reproduce signed articles should be sought 
from:     theguild@shaw.ca    OR by mail at: The Vancouver Island Woodworkers’ Guild,    Box 6584, Station C,   Victoria, B.C.   V8P-5N7 
The Guild is a non-profit organization of woodworkers, professional and amateur, dedicated to the promotion of woodworking and appreciation of fine craftsmanship. A one-year member-
ship is $45. 

 OUR SPONSORS  
C L A S S I F I E D S 

 
 
 

Tool Wanted 
Stanley (or Record) Radius Plane - 

#20 preferred; #113 also OK 
Call Kar l @ 592-3231 

 
 
 
 

Turbinaire 1235 HVLP  
spraying system.  

Never used, brand new. $1200 
ALSO various hand tools including 

Lie-Nielsen Handplanes 
  Call Car l @ 655-6498 

 
 
 
 

TOOLS’N SPACE  
WOODWORKING 

SAMCO Stroke sander LL3000T 
9’6” long x 3’ wide table, power li ft 

and 2 motors. 5.4 hp & 7.2 hp  
3 Phase, 220V. w/ reverse switch. 18 

sanding belts are included.  
$2000 + tax 

Call Char lie @ 383-9600 
 
 
 
 

 


