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PRESIDENT’'S REPORT

Show and Tell: the meding started off with an extensive show
and tell session. Howard Rossiter showed us all how he im-
proved his table saw’s fenceby cladding it with aluminum, and
saving aton of cash in the process Asthey say, necessity isthe
mother of invention! We then head from a new member
named Marcus who is a profesgonal luthier. He brought one of
his classcd guitars which was awork of art. It never ceasesto
amazeme the people that join our guild, and the level of skill
they bring.

Tim Souter brought in examples of histurning. My favourite
was aflat, slightly curved pate. It was gjuare in profile and
looked like asushi plate. Very nice. Jim Barker had an incredi-
ble CompassRose that he had creaed on his C.N.C. machine.
Very complicated, and absolutely flawless. He dso showed us
atray that was a holl owed aut €lli pse on one half, and on the
other half, a mirror image in negative. Hard to explain but an
example of how the C.N.C. will perform amazng thingsif you
have a cedive pattern makers mind! | hope | haven't forgotten
anyone dse, but if | did, thank you too. A big thank you to all.
Its very encouraging to seeso many members willingto partici-
pate in medingsin such adired way.

At the end of show and tell, Chico and | gave ashort talk on
hand planes — restoring, tuning, sharpening etc. Chico explained
the difference between a modern, expensive plane and a generic
model. He dso demonstrated the new V eritas sharpener which
is quite amachine ($400Q00 worth!). It was also nicefor meto
talk with you about something I’ m passionate aout. Even asa
woodwork teecher, | rarely get to talk about the part of wood-
working that most intrigues me — the hand tools. The best part
about show and tell isthat one can spe&k in arelaxed, un-
planned manner amoungst friends who have the same interests.
| hope that some of you will think about sharing your expertise
with therest of us.

Spedal Interest Questionndre: The second half of the meding
was reserved for small group discussion. We dl broke into our
respedive groups based on the roster creaed, and answered a
guestionnaire. This exercise was creaed to help the executive
understand the diredion the members would like the

Guild to take in the future. Please seePhil’sreport for more
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information. | also hope that you will start thinking about how
and when your group might organize and give an educaional ses-
sion for the rest of us. I'm looking forward to next yea to see
what you come up with! | know it will be interesting.

Shaw Cable: We had another member feaured on Shaw Cable,
Channel 11thisweek! Ken McLennan is an eledric guitar

buil der who makes his guitar bodes in the shapes of elephant
heads, hand, faces etc. Grea work Ken. For more information,
chedk Ken out at www.mczeek.com.

Thanks To The Exeadtive: | would like to reserve this gaceto
thank each executive member for all the suppart they have offered
me over the last yea. They work tirelesdy for this committee and
the Guild. In particular, | would liketo offer a very spedal thark
you to Phil Makin for all the suppat and dredion he has given,
and continues to give me. The stamp Phil has made on this or-
ganization is difficult to fully appredate until you work side by
side with im. He has brought arigour and professonalism to the
Guild, which in my mind sets this group apart from many other
woodworking groups. His handle on the numerous issues we face
is daggering — from website design, to membership, to the multi-
tude of other minute detail s that need to be mnsidered to runthis
Guild. All positions on the exeautive have become eaier to in-
herit and handle because of the work Phil has done over the last
severa yeas. | know he will be enbarrassed by me saying this,
but on behalf of the Guild executive and members, THANK YOU
PHIL!N

In closing, you are probably wondering why this newsdletter came
so ealy. We wanted to give you lots of time to think about the
upcoming eledions and the passhili ty of letting your name stand!
So give it some thought. The next meding is as usual at Camosun
College on June 14" at 7:15 pm. Seeyou there.

RussFranson, President
CORRECTION

In the show & tell, | said the finest grit available for the Veritas
sharpening jig is 4000Girit, actually that figureis 1200Grit.

HC Sakman, Editor

JUNE MEETING

Camosun College -

Carpentry Building

Tuesday, June 14th. 7:15PM
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Keynote Speakers — HC (Chico) Sakman and Russ Franson

We were treaed to a very interesting and fun presentation and
demonstration on planes. Russ did a super job in presenting the
anatomy of a plane and what makesiit tick and not tick. Usinga
planethat | provided (and was in bad shape), he showed how to
take it apart and then told us what steps he would take to flatten
the bottom and sharpen the blade and ensure that the blade was
installed corredly. Russindicated that becaise of the condition of
this plane, it would probably take on the order of 90 minutes to get
it set up by hand methods. Russalso covered some of the current
sharpening stones and | learned that diamond stones are afast
method o roughsharpening. Then Russ's method takes usto wa-
ter stones for the final bevel and microbevel setting.

Next Chico took the stage to demonstrate the LeeValley power
sharpening system. Chico drew some amparisonsto this sharp-
ening system and the hand methods discussed by Russ This s/s-
tem has been avail able for the past two yea's and resembles a slow
spedl turntable. The turntable isfitted with round abrasive all the
way up to 1200grit. | thought the key to it was first speed, but
also the system of jigs or holders resulting in maintaining the cor-
rea angle for sharpening and therefore high predsion. Also, |
thought the mad ideaof having the drasive pads varying in thick-
ness  that the microbevel could be set without changing the
blade setting in the holding jig was smple and so elegant. Just put
on athinner abrasive pad and voil a, you now have athreedegree
stegper angle with which to set the microbevel.

The LeeValley power sharpening system is not something that
many of uswill havein our shops (cost is around $399taxes.) so
having the demonstration means we saw it in adion —not just in
the cdalogue.

The presentation then covered using and discussng avariety of
planes from commodity planes to some of the best — Veritas and
Lie Neilson included. We dl saw and head the wonderful action
of atuned plane moving effortlesdy (well at least it seemed like it
to the audience) over aknurly pieceof badkyard arbutus. Thanks
to bah Chico and Rusd

Also, abig thank you to all the people who contributed to Show
and Tell —everything covered from wood growth differences
(Wayne Begg) to credive fence improvements on the older Ridgid
table saws (Howard Rosster) and several others. All made for a
most enjoyable evening.

Planning Session Results

Our second planning session with our memberstook place athe
May meeting. Thistime we shortened the questionnaire and re-
caved feedbadk from four groups that were quickly assembl ed.
My thanks to the people who volunteeaed as the documenters for
their groups.

We reviewed the input at our recent executive meeting and this
article isintended to give aflavor of some of your input which is
so important to our guild. Thanksto you all!
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M eetings

Our medings are rated favorably, suggestion for better sighting
(ie: people can't se@), starting on time, also question about how
things will be in the new shop next yea

Show and Tell

More encouragement to people, several topics suggested —
safety, jigs, reminders about how to doa show and tell, joints,
equipment maintenance, dust coll ecion, wood movement, an-
nounce show and tell coordinator at beginning of meding so
people can contad them to get on the program

Keynotes
Several suggestions were made such as boxmaking with Phil
Smith, padlishing with Dan Gentil e and more

Library

Rated well, (thanksto Ed Krakowski as our long term librar-
ian), suggestion to have phone numbers added to the informa-
tion shee for removing item from library, this would make it
easier for followup on item status, put library on website, sug-
gestion for more how to videos/DVD’sin our future aguisi-
tions

Educational Clinics

We aelooking for someone to organize aelucational clinics
next yea (one per month approx), we receved several volun-
tea's who said they would tead a half day clinic (eg David
Muir, Chico Sakman, Russ Franson, Mike Kattler and Len Bar-
nes and athers)

We dso receved goodinput on Toys for Kids (suggested get-
ting started ealier in the fall), Woodworking Shows (volunteer
names) and more. A few other volunteas’ names came for-
ward such as people willingto get involved in some of the guild
services like the web site (thanks Clint Abbat). It isvery
gratifying to have people cme forward to suppart the guild.
There aelotsto doso having new folksinvolved isimportant.

On behalf of the executive, we thank you for your assstancein
this planning adivity. Your ideas will be very valuable in put-
ting together the programs and events for the cming yea!

Inclosing, | know that Ken Guenter was very pleased with the
initial response from our members on being part of the organi-
zation of the 2007 Furniture Society Convention
(approximately 20 came forward). Ken and athers will be
working to find an enjoyable way for our voluntea'sto contrib-
ute to this event.

Phil Makin, Past-president
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Fine Furniture Program 2005Yea-end Exhibition:

“ Seating in Western Maple”

Why: For the sixteenth straight yea, students in the Fine Furniture Program will be completing afinal project which
allows them to push their skill sin the areas of furniture design, construction, and finishing, while promoting the
fact that high quality well designed furniture is being made in Victoria out of our local woodresources.

Where: On Canvas Gdlery 538B Yates St.
Where: June 17-26

What: Thisyea’sproject has had two main constraints. First of al, it must be usable for functional seating. Secondly,
the completed piece of furniture must fit within the shipping size requirementsimpaosed by companies like
FedEx, UPS and Canada Post. If the assembled project won't fit within the specified size, it must be designed
and constructed so that it could be shipped in parts and easily assembled orce delivered.

Who: Thewood wed will be donated by the Vancouver 1sland Woodworker’s Guild as part of their Wood Recovery
Program. The Guild program redaims trees from nunicipalities, devel opers, and highway maintenance crews
that in the past were simply cut for firewood. Once obtained, voluntee's from the Guild overseethat the wood is
mill ed and deli vered to the College for kiln drying suitable for use in furniture making.

Once gain, the Vancouver Island Woodworker’s Guild will be presenting the student whoisjudged to
have the best piecewith a $500.00award. Judging will take place & the exhibition venue and be completed by a
panel of experienced furniture industry designers, builders and retailers.

Rules and Restrictions:

Your project can be defined as a chair, bench, stool, lounge, or any other device which supports the human bady
at an angle lessthan horizontal (no beds).

Y our project must be shippable within one Fedex / Canada Post / UPSsized boxes
(Girth of box" + length of box" =lessthan 130"). It must weigh lessthan 55kg.

Thefina project will be anstructed primarily of 4/4 Western Maple with a maximum of 25 bdft. (which will be sup-
plied at no charge) Other materials may be used aslong as Western Maple remains the dominant material. MDF and
plywoodwill be supplied by the College in reasonable anounts for ji g/template making and project parts at no charge.

Camosunwill provide shop supgies (glue, screws, biscuits, dowels, etc.) and standard finishing materials. All other ma-
terias, hardware and finishes are the responsibility of the maker to acquire and fund.

The project must be cmpleted, finished and ready for jurying and dsplay from Friday June 17 to Monday, June 24.

Cam Russl|
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CLASSIFIEDS

Do yau need a website?

Or do you know someone who reeds one?
What about up-dating or maintaining your site? | can
do amost anything you are thinking of in awebsite.
If you a anyone you know isinterested in a Website
being created, re-creaed, developed, maintained or
up-dated please cdl Karen Orman @ 3838421a
ksor man@shaw.ca

TOOLS N SPACE WOODWORKING
New and wider selection of Lie-Nielsen planes,
spokeshaves & saws aswell as new arrival of
Japanese saws, chisels and aher specialty handtodls
are now in stock.
338Catherine St. 381-9600

Rosewoaod (Dalbergia Bariensis) from Cambodia.
Wide boards at $33 per bd.ft, while widths under 6
inches are at $25 per bdft.. Thesearein log form, so
milli ng isincluded in these prices.
Call Launie Gratto @ 658-0760
launie@eff ectivewriter.com

Wood Remvery Report— 2004to 2005

We mill ed 6000bacerd fed between July 04 and June
05. The species of trees mill ed included ash, elm,
garry oak, cedar, seqouia, horse chestnut, maple,
eucayptus, cherry, yew, harnbeam, and blad locust.
Our mill er, Larry Dorosh, has been very helpful to us
with theloan of histrailer when we needed to move
lumber or trees.

Woodrewvery set up a ommitteeto help guide and
improve the program. Members of the mmmitteein-
clude Derek Wentworth, Tim Soutar, George
Calveley, Doug Rhodes, Claude Mury and Tim Hod-
son. Thanksto all who have helped in any way with
the program to make this program a very genuine suc-
cess

Wayne Holmes
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OUR SPONSORS

Show your appreciation for the following companies which support the
Guild by member ship discounts.

Aarr ow Safety Inc.

Altech Machining

Columbia Fire & Safety LTD. (10% off Card Required!)
Island Imports

Island Saw & Tod Co.

M other Computers (SeeTony Scott, Card Required!)
PJ White Hardwoods LT D.

Reimer Hardwoods LT D.

Richelieu Panel Products

Skookum ToolsLTD.

SleggLumber LTD.

Toods n Space Woodworking

Troy Eledric Sales& Service

Victoria Spedality Hardware LT D.

West Wind Hardwoods Inc.

Windsor Plywood LANGFORD

EXECUTIVE:

President........... RussFranson  656-8724 rffd@telus.net
VP Education ....Jesse Williams (250) 246-9774 jovahn77@hotmail .com

VP Membership.. Jim Barker 652-2195 jim@woodandartstudio.com
Treasurer.......... Phil Cottell 655-9190 cottell s@shaw.ca
Past President.....Phil Makin 592-4053 pmakin@shaw.ca

COMMITTEE & PROJECT CHAIRPERSONS:

Monthly Clinics— Jesse Williams 250 246-9774 jovahn77@hotmail.com
Toy Workshop Projed — Doug Watson 477-0701

Keynote Speaker Committee— Phil Makin 592-4053 pmakin@shaw.ca
Show Committee— Darren Bertuccio 250-213-7795 darren@woodfly.com
Library Committee— Ed Krakowski 656-6727 edshop@shaw.ca

Show & Tell Com.- Jess Williams 250-246 9774 jovahn77@hotmail.com
Great Guild Projed — Harry Verstragen 479-7717 harryv@bull ockbaur.ca
Wood Recovery Committee— Wayne Holmes 479 4694 wgholmes@shaw.ca
Membership Database — Larry Grainger 383-1215 Igrainger @tel us.net
Guild Merchandise Committee- Gordon Thompson 655-1318

Door Prize Coordinator - Daniel Ouimet (same as below)

Sponsor Liaison - Daniel Ouimet 652-0506 chanteclerwoodcraft@telus.net
Webmaster - John Porter 642-4480 jim@woodandartstudio.com

Man on the Street Photos -

STUDENT LIASON REPS :

Camosun College— To Be Determined
Belmont High- Brad Tikk 391-1992
Other High Schods—To Be Determined

NEWSLETTEREDITOR :

H.C. “Chico” Sakman 721-4522 sakman@shaw.ca

Please use e-mail for your classfied submissons. If you must phone to submit
your ad, pleasedo so &ter 8:00 pm any day of the week. Cut-off timeis exactly
oneweek prior to the guild meeing.

BENCHMARK is published every month except July and August. Unsigned articles may be reproduced without permission. Permission to reproduce signed articles should be sought

from:

theguild@shaw.ca OR by mail at: The Vancouver Island Woodwvorkers' Guild, Box 6584 Station C, Victoria, B.C. V8P-5N7

The Guild is a non-profit organization of woodworkers, professonal and amateur, dedicated to the promotion of woodworking and appredation of fine aaftsmanship. A one-yea member-

ship is $45.



