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ONCE AGAIN,LOCATION CHANGE...MARCH MEETING 
 

North on Highway 17, turn LEFT on McDonald Park Road (Right is Beacon Avenue), turn right on Malaview W.  
 
Slegg's Construction Materials, (Our host is Wayne Ruffle)  2030 Malaview Avenue West         Sidney, BC.  
 
Special Event! Tool Representatives in attendance 6:00 pm to 7:15 pm (with specials for you our valued members) 

Meeting star ts at 7:15pm 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
February Panel Discussion on Chairs: Last 
month’s meeting on “all things chair” was a re-
sounding success. Each of the five presenters 
brought their own unique view of chair design, his-
tory, construction and repair.  They also brought 
examples of their own work (absolutely beautiful!) 
to aid in the discussion. For those that were think-
ing of building a chair, I’m sure the evening left 
you with a lot of information and direction.  The 
panel format was in essence a mini workshop, and 
such a success that in the future we will bring you 
more of these panels on other topics.  
 
Change of March 8, 2005 Guild Meeting – Slegg 
Lumber in Sidney:  Due to the continuing lack of 
availabili ty of Camosun College’s carpentry shop, 
Slegg lumber has kindly agreed to host our March 
8th meeting. They have also arranged to have the 
doors open early at 6:00 p.m. to allow members to 
meet their major distributors, and check out all the 
great stuff that will be on display (meeting still 
starts at 7:15 p.m.). The keynote speaker is the 
very talented model builder, Serge Roberge. Those 
that attended the Out of Hand Fair in November 
might remember Serge’s work - meticulously de-
tailed, right down to the actual working parts. See 
you there! 
 
Membership Renewal:  It has come to my atten-
tion that there are still over 80 members who have 
not yet renewed their membership. If you plan on 

continuing to be a member, could you please arrange 
to pay your dues with Jim Barker? It is already 
March, so get to it!  Thank you for your promptness. 
 
Website Upgrade:  At last month’s executive meet-
ing, we discussed the idea of spending some money 
on professionally upgrading the Guild’s website. The 
upgrade would help with membership renewal.  With 
a group of our size, it is important to have a website 
that works for members, potential members and the 
executive. Since we will be assisting with hosting the 
2007 Furniture Society convention, we need to have a 
site that also supports this initiative. The world’s 
woodworkers will be looking for information on 
woodworking in Victoria and on Vancouver Island so 
we need to be ready with a user-friendly and informa-
tive site.  For members that have ideas on how to ap-
proach this upgrade, please talk to any of the execu-
tive committee. 
 
Man on the Street Photos:  Rob Blondeau has in-
formed me that he can no longer be our “Man on the 
Street” photographer. We need a volunteer who can 
take a few digital photos at Guild events for our web-
site and newsletter.  Thank you Rob for all of your 
work. We appreciate it.  If you are interested in being 
our photographer, again, please contact anyone on the 
executive. 
 
That’s it for this month and I hope to see you on 
March 8th at Slegg Lumber! 
 
Russ  Franson 
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          Announcement from the New Show Committee Chairman Darren Bertuccio    
 
As mentioned in the October Benchmark 2004 this is a call for sign-ups for the Visions in Wood 2005 Woodworking Show that 
will be held at the Community Arts Council of Greater Victoria which is located At Sussex Place suite G6-1001 Douglas Street. 
Show dates are for the opening to be on May 05 and 
closing will be on May 18. 
 
Priority will be given to those guild members who have never entered a juried show. This would be a great opportunity for nov-
ices to have their work critiqued by a panel to be announced later and there is no entry fee so hurry on up! 
 
There will be a sign in sheet available at this months meeting. Again priority will be given to first timers for the next meeting and 
then it will  be open to everyone else if we have to go there. 
 
Where: G6-1001 Douglas Street Phone: 250-381-2787 artscouncil@pacificcoast.net  www.pacificcoast.net/~artscouncil    
When: May 05/05 - May 18/05  Contact: Darren Bertuccio   250-213-7795  darren@woodfly.com    

 
 
 
 
 
Our  
Toys  
For Ki ds  
Program 
Does  
Make  
A  
Diff erence! 
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In Memor iam  
 
We were saddened 
to hear of the sudden 
passing of John Jar-
vis on Feb 13. John 
was President of the 
Vancouver Island 
Woodcarver's Club 
and our keynote 
speaker in the fall of 
last year. Remember 
him, from birds to 
violins, he could do 
it all. He stayed 
overnight at my 
house and in the 
morning, my wife 
and I sat with him 
looking at one of his 
ducks. John's duck 
sat on the floor in 
the kitchen with the 
morning light on it 
and I just knew it 
would surely move 
and quack. 
  
Phil Makin 
 
 

WOOD RECOVERY 
 
 
We have Planchonia (like mahogany) and Black Walnut (sand colour) from South East Asia 
 
Wood is available (stored at Wayne’s house) for you to purchase.   Contact Wayne Holmes at 
479-4694 or wgholmes@shaw.ca  if you would like to have some. 



Show your appreciation for the following companies which support the 
Guild by membership discounts. 
 
Aarr ow Safety Inc. 
Altech Machining 
Columbia Fire & Safety LTD. (10% off Card Required!) 
Island Impor ts 
Island Saw & Tool Co. 
Mother Computers (See Tony Scott, Card Required!) 
PJ White Hardwoods LT D. 
Reimer Hardwoods LT D. 
Richelieu Panel Products 
Skookum Tools LTD. 
Slegg Lumber LTD. 
Tools’n Space Woodworking 
Troy Electr ic Sales & Service 
Victor ia Speciali ty Hardware LT D. 
West Wind Hardwoods Inc. 
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EXECUTIVE: 
 
President………..Russ Franson              656-8724     rffd@telus.net  
VP Education ….Jesse Will iams     250-246-9774     jovahn77@hotmail.com 
VP Membership.. Jim Barker                 652-2195      jim@woodandartstudio.com 
Treasurer……….Phil Cottell                 655-9190     cottells@shaw.ca 
Past President…..Phil Makin                 592-4053     pmakin@shaw.ca 
 
COMM ITTEE & PROJECT CHAIRPERSONS: 
 
Monthly Clinics – Jesse Willi ams 250 246-9774 jovahn77@hotmail.com 
Toy Workshop Project – Doug Watson 477-0701  
Keynote Speaker Committee—  Phil Makin   592-4053    pmakin@shaw.ca 
Show Committee – Darren Bertuccio   250-213-7795  darren@woodfly.com 
Library Committee – Ed Krakowski  656-6727  edshop@shaw.ca   
Show & Tell Com.- Jesse  Willi ams 250-246 9774 jovahn77@hotmail .com 
Great Guild Project – Harry Verstraaten   479-7717  harryv@bullockbaur.ca 
Wood Recovery Committee – Wayne Holmes 479 4694  wgholmes@shaw.ca 
Membership Database – Larry Grainger 383-1215 lgrainger@telus.net 
Guild Merchandise Committee - Gordon Thompson   655-1318 
Door Prize Coordinator - Danielle  652-0506  
Sponsor Liaison  - Max White 381- 2378 maxwell@pacificcoast.net 
Web Master - John Porter 642-4480  
Man on the Street Photos - Rob Blondeau 881-8132 rblondeau@shaw.ca 
 
 
STUDENT L IASON REPS : 
 
Camosun College –  To Be Determined 
Belmont High -  Brad Tikk 391-1992 
Other High Schools—To Be Determined 
 
 
NEWSLETTER EDITOR :   HC  “Chico” Sakman  721-4522  sakman@shaw.ca   
 
Please use e-mail  for your classified submissions.  I f you must phone to submit 
your ad,  please do so after 8:00 pm any day of the week. 

BENCHMARK is published every month except July and August. Unsigned articles may be reproduced without permission. Permission to reproduce signed articles should be sought 
from:     theguild@shaw.ca    OR by mail at: The Vancouver Island Woodworkers’ Guild,    Box 6584, Station C,   Victoria, B.C.   V8P-5N7 
The Guild is a non-profit organization of woodworkers, professional and amateur, dedicated to the promotion of woodworking and appreciation of fine craftsmanship. A one-year member-
ship is $45. 

 OUR SPONSORS  
C L A S S I F I E D S 

 
 
 

Turbinaire 1235 HVLP  
spraying system.  

Never used, brand new. $1200 
ALSO various hand tools including 

Lie-Nielsen Handplanes 
  Call Car l @ 655-6498 

 
 
 
 

TOOLS’N SPACE  
WOODWORKING 

SAMCO Stroke sander LL3000T 
9’6” long x 3’ wide table, power li ft 

and 2 motors. 5.4 hp & 7.2 hp  
3 Phase, 220V. w/ reverse switch. 18 

sanding belts are included.  
$2000 + tax 

Call Char lie @ 383-9600 
 
 
 
 

 



 
KEYNOTE SPEAKER 

 
 
February Meeting Theme – Chairs 
 
The big theme for February was chairs and our contributors really did a wonderful job of presenting their 
thoughts on the world of chair design, building and restoration.  Each panel member spend considerable 
time getting their thoughts and the structure for their presentations together.  There was also a number of 
shop visits discussing how each presentation could work the the next – the result of all of this expertise was 
a treat for us all . 
 
Since the meeting, we have heard a number of comments congratulating the panel for their presentations.  
We have heard from a few who said this meeting was their all time favorite.  Wow. 
 
We had approximately 110 years worth of chair experience on our stage and it really showed.  From Win-
dsor Chairs and their early origins to Arts and Crafts Chairs and how designs evolve, we received a real tu-
torial.  We also had Wayne show us the basic methods for restoring a spindle chair – not an easy thing to 
demonstrate.  Each member of our panel will receive their guild membership paid in full for 2005 as a token 
of our appreciation.  Thanks again to each member of our panel:  Wayne Anaka, Ted Hodson, Michael 
Moore, Jim Watson and Richard Wroot. 
 
Did you get the other point of the evening?  The panel was super encouraging – they say go out and build a 
chair!  Great advice from a great group! 
 
 
Keynote for M arch – Serge Roberge 
 
Good things come in small packages – an old saying but one that fits the bill for March.  Serge Roberge is a 
very accomplished model maker who recently joined our guild.  Some of you may have seen his models at 
the Out of Hand Show – they are truly amazing – and they all work!  Serge lives in Courteney and will be 
coming down to show us some of the concepts in model making including some current work, design and 
drawing ideas and tools and techniques. 

He began building wood models over twenty years ago while working as logger and on his days off he ex-
ercised his artistic side by painting, sculpting and working with wood  From pretty basic designs his work 
has evolved into higher complexity and functionali ty  Soon Serge’s work was being commissioned by pri-
vate industry and individuals.  His replicas are perfect as retirement gifts, off ice display pieces and home 
decoration 

We are looking forward to hearing from him.  If you would like to find out more about Serge and his work, 
go to www.robergereplicasinwood.ca. 
 
Phil Makin 
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