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Newsletter of the Vancouver Island Woodworkers' Guild               Issue:   APRIL-2006               
VISIT US AT - WWW.VIWG.COM  

APRIL  MEETING  
Camosun College   -  Fine Furniture Program Building  

Tuesday, April 10th. 7:15 PM 

President’s Report 
 
March Guild Meeting Highlights : For the March meeting we 
were honoured to host Cheryl Samuels, artist in wood and 
wool.  Cheryl gave us all an inspiring presentation of her work 
in weaving, turning and tree dying with combinations of all 
three.  It was clear that Cheryl takes great pleasure in what she 
does.  This pleasure seems to stem in part from continually 
moving forward and trying something new.  The way she went 
about creating her yellow cedar bowl with weaving incorpo-
rated between the two rims was a clear illustration of this.  No 
plans or instructions – only ideas and her hands.  Only by tak-
ing the leap and trusting in her skills could she come up with 
such a stunning creation.  There is a lesson here for us all.  
Cheryl, we cannot thank you enough.  Thank you also to 
Derek Wentworth for the great M.C. work! 
 
After the break, Phil Smith explained how he goes about mak-
ing custom inlays.  Phil is obviously very proficient at this, and 
has “layed up” many complicated and beautiful inlays.  One 
could not ask for a better primer for getting started. Thank you 
Phil. 
 
Unsung Hero: I would like to take this opportunity to recog-
nize and thank Larry Grainger for his years of work on activi-
ties related to membership services. When I first started attend-
ing Guild meetings, Larry was in charge of design and produc-
tion for the newsletter and years later, moved on to be in 
charge of Membership Database. With our new system, 
Larry’s job has been slowly phased out, however, it is his ear-
lier work that has made the evolution to a computer-based sys-
tem possible.  If we all gave 1/100th of the dedication to the 
Guild that Larry has, we could conquer the world!  We all 
thank you very much Larry. The Guild in its present form is 
due in part to you. “Keep your stick on the ice”! 
 
Great Guild Projects: Thank you to all those members who 
showed up at Camosun’s shop on Saturday, March 25th to help 
build the privacy screens for the special care nursery at VGH 
and the hope chests for the Early Childhood Education pro-
gram.  Much sawdust was created and coffee drank.  A special 
thanks goes to George Calveley for organizing this. Good 
work George. Thank you also to Cam Russell for the use of the 

shop. This was a great collaborative effort. 
 
See you all at the next meeting. Its another dandy with our key-
note speaker being Robert Van Norman from the Inside Passage 
woodworking school. See Phil Makin’s article for more details. 
 
 
Russ Franson, President 

Online Membership FAQs 
 
Q - Why is it important to use the on-line Membership 
form? 
A1 - The Guild is now over 150 members, which means it is 
more and more challenging to provide services to our members. 
A2 - The Executive are all "volunteers" who give freely of their 
time, the membership system was designed to help make their 
job easier, as well as for future Executive Members, which could 
be YOU! 
A3 - The distribution of newsletters and other information is far 
easier, and it ensures everyone is provided the same information 
at the same time. 
 
Q - What happens when my Guild Membership is near or 
expires? 
A - An email will automatically be sent to you to let you know 
you membership is expired. 
 
Q - If you receive your Benchmark by email and do not re-
new immediately, what will happen? 
A - The membership program will automatically remove your 
name from the distribution list. You won’t receive your Bench-
mark. 
 
Q - If you receive your membership by postal delivery, what 
will happen? 
A - As with the on-line Benchmark, when your membership ex-
pires, your name will be removed from the distribution list. You 
will NOT receive your benchmark. 
 
Q – How do I know when my membership expires? 
A1 – Go online and look at your membership record, by entering 
your user-ID and password.  The next screen viewed contains  
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your subscription information how you paid and your expiry 
date.  It is just that easy. 
A2 – Look at your guild membership card – the expiry date was 
written by the VP Membership. 
 
Q - If I do not renew my membership immediately, what will 
happen?  
A - You will only get ONE NOTICE that your membership is 
expired, it is up to you to re-join. 
 
Q - Will I have to re-enter all my information when my 
membership expires 
A - No, all your information will be intact, even your password, 
if you can't remember it, the system will email your password to 
your email box and you will be set to re-join. 
 
Q - What can I do to help the Guild? 
A1 - Request your Benchmark to be sent to you by email 
A2 - Pay your membership dues through PayPal 
 
Q – Who do I contact if I do not receive a Benchmark 

A – Go online and check your membership record before calling 
anyone.  Ask yourself, did my email address change, did my 
membership expire.  Then if you can’t solve the problem your-
self, contact the VP Membership, Lauren VandenDungen by 
email (preferred) or by phone.  Lauren has the “keys” to the 
membership system, so she can assist you.   

PayPal FAQs 
Q - Is PayPal really safe to use 
A - Yes, over 7 million people use it. It is as secure as any Bank-
ing System. 
 
Q - I am afraid of my personal information being stolen. 
A - Every year thousands of pieces of mail are stolen from; 
group mail boxes, apartment mail boxes and house mail boxes. 
The best way to protect against all theft is to know how to pro-
tect yourself. 
 
Q - How can I ensure using PayPal or any other online ser-
vice is safe? 
A1 - NEVER give your personal login or password information 
to ANYONE, either by email or by phone. 
A2 -Ignore and delete the e-mails you may receive saying that 
they have a problem (usually fraud related) with your account 
information and directing you to false financial institution links. 
NEVER click on a link in an email you receive when it concerns 
your BANK, PAYPAL or any other financial institution you 
use. No financial institution will ask for your financial/
personal information EVER. Simply because they already 
know all that. 
A3 - To check your account with your BANK or PAYPAL ... 
open your browser and either type in domain name of your Bank 
or PayPal or use your "Favorites" to locate it. 

Q - How can I tell if I am really at my Bank or PayPal? 
A - Look at the domain name in the "address or navigation bar" 

in your browser ... look closely to see the following differences ... 
(if you cannot see an address or navigation bar on your browser, 
changes the options to view this feature") 
 
When you are at PayPal it will look like this http://www.paypal.
com/ 
When you are at a SPAM site it will look like http://
anynamehere.paypal.com/ 
When you are at the Royal Bank it will look like http://www.
royalbank.com/ 
When you are at a SPAM website it will look like http:// any-
namehere .royalbank.com/ 

Phil Makin, Past President 

Keynote Speaker Review – Cheryl Samuels 
Our keynote speaker for March proved to be a very inspirational 
speaker and a talented artist.  Our guild host Derek Wentworth 
did a great job looking after Cheryl and her husband Denny.  
Denny is the front end of the operation – meaning the guy that 
works the chain saw and moves and stacks wood.  I know just 
about where they live because I still own a little lake cottage not 
far from where their farm is on the Pembina River. 
 
We told you that Cheryl is versatile and that versatility came 
through.  When you get right down to it, versatile people like a 
challenge and they don’t mind trying something new.  In fact, 
they sometimes have to “force” themselves to try it, but try it 
they do.  Cheryl’s feast bowl is a mixed media masterpiece of 
wood turned with weaving applied.  This is a combination that 
she invented and may I say perfected.  She even told us about the 
stone which she inlaid into the bottom of the bowl to hide a trou-
blesome knot.  Everything else was done, so it had to be perfect.  
Again that is taking on a challenge – as she said you just hold 
your breath. 
 
We heard about the dying of trees in the spring and saw the re-
sults in several beautiful sample turnings – some looked like bays 
and valleys with wonderful color, figure and knots all combining 
into a unique picture.  The how to of dying is pretty straight for-
ward.  Get yourself some waterbased Analine Dye (Tools and 
Space is a local source) and mix up a gallon.  Strain the dye once 
in cheesecloth for best results.  Go to the nearest nice tree on 
your property (alder, poplar and aspen are good candidates, but 
maybe others like Maple would work also).  Get the strained dye 
into a feedbag (anything to hold the dye with a plastic pipe and 
feed needle to insert into the tree), hang up the dye bag and drill 
in the feeding needle into the sapwood layer, maybe an inch or so 
in depth.  The hole should be a few feet above the ground.  Moni-
tor the dye level carefully.  When the dye is gone (two days to 
two weeks depending on the tree), get Denny over with his chain-
saw and voila, you have dyed wood.  Mix colors if you like, put 
one color on one side and another on the other – there are no lim-
its here.  Playing with mother nature couldn’t be more fun, even 
the leaves turn color and all this fun with colored water!  Now for 
the flatwood folks, I can see a nice blue tabletop in my future.  
How about you? 
 
Go have a look again at her website www.ravenstail.com and 
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send her and Denny a note.  Cheryl is now a complimentary 
member of our guild, so she will be receiving our news and we 
hope to hear from her in the next year. 
 
Banding 101 By Phil Smith 
For the second half of the meeting, we were treated to one of the 
guild’s long standing members who helped us move along in our 
surface decoration/veneering education.  Phil Smith made it look 
easy.  He took us carefully through making up decorative band-
ing .  Basically you are working from slices of laid up wood lay-
ers (any color or kind you want for your design).  Then these are 
sliced and applied by inlaying into panels, table tops, chair rails, 
picture frames, box tops – you get the idea. 
 
The magic in Phil’s approach is how easy he made it for us to at 
least understand the basics.  There have been several articles in 
Fine Woodworking about this general area, but interestingly, 
there is not a lot available in books or on the internet as I found 
out. 
 
The approach consists of several basic steps beginning with glue-
ing up a multilayered board – perhaps a few feet long.  This could 
be 5/8 layers of maple and walnut for example.  This board is 
then used on a cross cut fence and thin pieces (perhaps 1/8”)are 
cut off on a table saw.  The pieces can be cut off at right angles or 
at other angles to create chevron type designs.  These slices are 
then laid out edge to edge and glued on a gluing jig (just a board 
with a batten at the back to keep all the pieces stationed).  When 
layering the slices, they can be glued offset from the layer below 
and you could imagine making two three or more layers.  Work 
slowly gluing up only a few slices at a time.  Eventually you will 
have a long length of this glueup.  Now use your bandsaw to slice 
off the banding and inlay it into your surface. 
 
It is the amazing amount of banding that can be quite quickly de-
rived from this approach.  Phil has a very artistic touch and I find 
it hard to imagine some of the patterns but Phil made it look like 
fun.  I asked him whether he had a favourite reference book and 
he said he just enjoyed playing around with designs and getting 
on with it. 
   
From there we had a quick look at inlays which were compass 
designs made in the round.  This is much like Ray Franklin’s seg-
mented turnings.  You end up with a column of the design per-
fectly turned and then a slice is taken with the bandsaw for inlay-
ing.  There is obviously so much that can be done with these ap-
proaches – the combinations can’t be imagined. 
 
Phil also gave a wonderful door prize of several pieces of band-
ing that he made for the provincial Centennial Book which you 
can see at the Legislature.  This is pretty exclusive stuff because 
this banding has not used it for any other project!  Thanks, Phil 
for a great demonstration and your door prize. 
 
Keynote for April – Robert Van Norman 
We are delighted to welcome Robert to the guild.  Robert is the 
Resident Craftsman and Teacher at the Inside Passage Wood-
working School in Roberts Creek on the Sechelt Peninsula.  It  is  

very generous of Robert to take the time needed to speak with 
us.  The trip over is a long one.  Robert was originally trained as 
cabinetmaker and then studied at the the College of the Red-
woods Fine Woodworking Program under the direction of the 
famous James Krenov. In 1991 he co-founded a small wood-
workers cooperative where he began to make commissioned and 
speculative pieces of his own design. 
 
We have something in common in regards to the BC Wood Co-
operative for Small Business (Granville Island Gallery) which all 
our guild members are affiliate members of Robert's work is dis-
played in both private and public collections not just in North 
America but extending to Europe and also Japan.  Robert really 
enjoys teaching and has taught and lectured at many schools and 
colleges in Canada as well as the United States.  I can testify to 
the fact that he is a very busy person with the school’s courses in 
full swing.  Coming up will be the graduating classes final show 
at the Northwest Finewoodworking Gallery in Seattle. 
 
Robert has also extended a very nice offer to guild members.  If 
you enrol in any one week Artisan summer course you will re-
ceive a $100. tuition deduction.  Don’t leave home without your 
valid guild membership card.  Larry Grainger took a one week 
marquetry course last summer and had a wonderful time – the 
school is beautiful and the instruction he received was first class.  
You can check out the summer schedule for yourself at www.
insidepassage.ca, Programs, Summer Programs.  There are some 
very good action pictures of the student’s in the Benchroom This 
Week.  These pictures really tell a story of artistry and skillbuild-
ing which the school is known for.  Each one is annotated with a 
brief paragraph that states what is happening and who is making 
it happen. 
 
We are very interested to hear about Robert’s journey in wood-
working and teaching.  He has also agreed to do a walkabout 
(which is what the college calls critiques).  Bring a friend to the 
meeting.  We are in for some fun. 
 
Membership System News 
Last month we talked about how the membership system is as-
sisting the guild.  Here is another good example. 
 
Our wood recovery team under the guidance of Wayne Holmes 
communicates by using  the Benchmark and frequently by using 
electronic mail.  Until now, the names of wood recovery email 
recipients were obtained by a manual list that needed constant 
attention.  This month Wayne and his able assistant Derek Wen-
tworth will begin use our membership database when they send 
their emails.  This same concept could be applied to other inter-
ests such as turning, veneering, etc.  This saves time for volun-
teers like Wayne and Derek and ensures that their messages get 
to our valued members. 
 
If you are interested in receiving wood recovery emails, update 
your membership profile by clicking on “Reset Password/
Change User Profile” and click “Wood Recovery” under the In-
terests area. 
 
Phil Makin, Past President 



Show your appreciation for the following companies which support the 
Guild by membership discounts. 
 
Aarrow Safety Inc. 
Altech Machining 
Columbia Fire & Safety LTD. (10% off Card Required!) 
Island Imports 
Island Saw & Tool Co. 
Mother Computers (See Tony Scott, Card Required!) 
PJ White Hardwoods LTD. 
Reimer Hardwoods LTD. 
Richelieu Panel Products 
Skookum Tools LTD. 
Slegg Lumber LTD. 
Tools’n Space Woodworking 
Troy Electric Sales & Service 
Victoria Speciality Hardware LTD. 
West Wind Hardwoods Inc. 
Windsor Plywood LANGFORD 
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EXECUTIVE:  
 
President………..Russ Franson               656-8724                    rffd@telus.net  
VP Education ….Phil Makin                  592-4053               pmakin@shaw.ca 
VP Membership. Lauren V. Dungen       386-4544           lvdungen@shaw.ca 
Treasurer……….Phil Cottell                  655-9190               cottells@shaw.ca 
Past President…..Phil Makin                  592-4053               pmakin@shaw.ca 
 

COMMITTEE & PROJECT CHAIRPERSONS:  
 
Monthly Clinics – V O L U N T E E R   N E E D E D 
Toy Workshop Project – Doug Watson 477-0701  
Keynote Speaker Committee—  Phil Makin   592-4053…………….pmakin@shaw.ca 
Show Committee – Darren Bertuccio   250-213-7795…………...darren@woodfly.com 
Library Committee – Ed Krakowski  656-6727……………………...edshop@shaw.ca   
Show & Tell Com.- David Muir 727-1176…………………………dalbergia@shaw.ca 
Great Guild Project – Harry Verstraaten   479-7717………….harryv@bullockbaur.ca 
Wood Recovery Committee – Wayne Holmes 479 4694………...wgholmes@shaw.ca 
Membership Database – Larry Grainger 383-1215……………….lgrainger@telus.net 
Guild Merchandise Committee - Gordon Thompson  655-1318………………………. 
Door Prize Coordinator - Daniel Ouimet 652-0506…...chanteclerwoodcraft@telus.net   
Sponsor Liaison  - Daniel Ouimet 652-0506…………...chanteclerwoodcraft@telus.net   
Webmaster - John Porter 642-4480……………………………. john.k.porter@shaw.ca 
Man on the Street Photos - Peter Robin 475-0486………………...elderbird@telus.net 
Education Committee  - Karen Trickett 598-1383……...coventryww@pacificcoast.net                  
Education Committee  - Brian Kemper 656-7046………….....kemper@islandnet.com  
 

STUDENT LIASON REPS : 
 
Camosun College –  To Be Determined 
Belmont High -  Brad Tikk 391-1992 
Other High Schools—To Be Determined 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR :  
 
H.C.  “Chico” Sakman  858-4588  sakman@shaw.ca   or   sfww@shaw.ca 
Please use e-mail for your classified submissions.  If you must phone to submit 
your ad,  please do so after 8:00 pm any day of the week. Cut-off time is exactly 
one week  prior to the guild meeting. 

BENCHMARK  is published every month except July and August. Unsigned articles may be reproduced without permission. Permission to reproduce signed articles should be sought from: 
http://www.viwg.com OR by mail at: The Vancouver Island Woodworkers’ Guild,  3651 Shelbourne Street P.O. Box 32145 RPO Mount Tolmie Victoria, B.C.  V8P 5S2 
The Guild is a non-profit organization of woodworkers, professional and amateur, dedicated to the promotion of woodworking and appreciation of fine craftsmanship. A one-year member-
ship is $45. 

 OUR SPONSORS C L A S S I F I E D S 
 

FOR SALE 
 

GENERAL [Made in Canada] woodworking 
machines.  #350 10'' Tablesaw $1750. #34-01 
Drill Press $875. #480 8'' jointer $1850. Also 24'' 
Excalibur Scroll saw, Dewalt 10'' radial arm saw, 
18'' Elektra- Beckum resaw bandsaw and  shaper. 
Rexon benchtop drill press. There are also many 
accessories for a General wood lathe such as 
rests, chucks, faceplates as well as Sorby turning 
chisels and scrapers. Various other hand tools 
also for sale. Please contact Blair @ 382-0061  
 

TOOLS’N SPACE 
SPRING CLEARANCE SALE 

Various Tools, Hardwood, Pine & More 
(Lie-Nielsen, Pfeil, Freud 10 to 25% OFF!) 

338 Catherine Street         383-9600 
 

LUMBER FOR SALE  
 

Retiring woodworker wants to reduce his stock  
Alder- KD $2 - green-$1-KD spalted and/or 

wormy $2.00 bd ft. (negotiable) Maple KD $2.50 
bd ft Cherry air dried $2.00 bd ft (small quantity) 
Odds & ends, exotics, etc Yellow cedar- $1.00 bd 
ft (small quantity) I have a sawmill and kiln, and 

acres of alder- can cut to specs. Call Gordon 
Sherriff @ 1-250-337-5419 (Courtenay) or 

gvsherr@telus.net 
 

WANTED   
 

Good 6” jointer, 14” bandsaw, and 10” tablesaw. 
Contact Martyn 477-7446. 

 
Carving tool set for beginning carver. Suitable 

for relief and in the round carving. Please contact 
Phil Makin @ 592.4053 

 
Good used 10" cabinet or table saw, 6" or 8" 

jointer, 14" bandsaw. Please call David Johnson  
@ 744-7314 or davidjohnson@telus.net  



Above: Samples of Cheryl Samuel's work                                           Below: Cheryl Samuel's presentation on dyed trees 

 
 

Left:  
Lauren Vanden Dungen with 
marquetry; Dungeness Crab. 
 

Right & down below: 
Phil Smith’s inlay bandings 

& Rosette inlays. 
 
 



Small branches take dye in full round form from main 
trunk. (Alder) 

Cheryl and two of her dyed “landscape” birch bowls. 

Cheryl Samuels’ turned bowl showing with weaving. 
(Spalted Maple) 

Phil Makin’s “finished” demi-lune  
table top from February meeting. 

April meeting’s  
Keynote Speaker  

Robert Van Norman’s work. 


