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Newsletter of the Vancouver Island Woodworkers' Guild                    Issue:   MARCH-2006           
VISIT US AT - WWW.VIWG.COM  

MARCH  MEETING  
Camosun College   -  Fine Furniture Program Building  

Tuesday, March 14th. 7:15 PM 

President’s Report 
February Guild Meeting Highlights:  The February meeting 
was very well attended considering it was held on Valentine’s 
Day night – I hope no one is in trouble!  There was 90 – 100 
members present to hear Len Barnes lead off the evening with 
a very thorough demonstration of a very clean and fast finish-
ing technique.  In my experience, truly helpful and objective 
information on finishing is rare to come by.  I think this is due 
to the fact that we’ve all had miserable failures, and conse-
quently are reluctant to give advice that might jeopardize 
someone else’s project that has their heart and soul in it.  Un-
der these circumstances, sharing finishing advice always takes 
on a great degree of responsibility and risk.  Len’s method 
seems quite risk free and can be applied in the shop without a 
lot of fuss (Just follow the steps).  Well done Len. 
 
We all proceeded with a Swap Meet.  Members brought items 
from their shop for trade or sale.  It was great fun and bargains 
could be had by all.  After the break, Gordon Thompson 
showed us all his method of sharpening and “putting a hook” 
on a scraper.  Gordon’s demonstration was very informative 
and I hope that those of you who haven’t used a scraper in 
your work, will consider it. Once mastered, you will not do 
without it!  Thank you very much Gordon. 
 
High School Woodworking Show – First Week of June 
2006: Claude Mury and Wayne Holmes have been busy pro-
moting the show to local schools – ten at last count.  I think a 
project such as this is a perfect fit for the guild as it supports 
woodworking at the grass roots level.  Why not support a 
whole new generation of woodworkers in a time when technol-
ogy rules? Great work guys. 
 
Newsletter Delivery – Snail Mail versus Electronic Deliv-
ery: Well, I have to confess that I am one of the members who 
still receives the newsletter via Canada Post (snail mail).  I 
have always liked receiving things in the mail.  I think this 
stems from growing up in a small town where everything 
(hockey gear, clothes, etc) was ordered through a catalogue 
(Do I ever sound old!).  Well, I actually get both versions as 
part of being president, but last month, I noticed the electronic 
version had red highlights (nice), and it came earlier than snail 
mail (I like that!).  It seems to me I remember Jim Barker (our 

past VP Membership) ribbing me about when I was going to 
covert? Well, now that I’m hearing that the electronic version 
will contain more pictures (Peter Robin’s) than the mail version 
(cost goes up exponentially, ie more paper, more weight, more 
stamps), I think I’ve made my decision. I have a computer and 
can’t make any more excuses. It is time to let go of my snail 
mail delivery. Jim, I hope you’re proud of me! 
 
Executive Position Vacancies:  I would like to remind you all 
that June is voting month for Guild executive positions.  I will 
end my two-year term as president, Phil Cottell will be stepping 
down from the Treasurer’s position and Lauren V. Dungen is 
moving to Nova Scotia.  If you have ever considered helping 
this great organization, please think about putting your name 
forward at the June meeting.  Or, if you know someone that you 
think would be interested, approach them and talk it up! 
 
Show and Tell: Feel free to bring projects to the meeting for 
show and tell. Its nice to see what others are up to.  Please see 
David Muir before the meeting – he will fit you in. 
 
Well, that’s it for this month. I look forward to seeing you all at 
the next meeting. We’ve got a great agenda lined up starting 
with the artist Cheryl Samuels as our keynote speaker (see 
Phil’s article for more details). 
 
Russ Franson, President 

Major wood sale   April 1, 2006  
 
Camosun College Interurban campus 
 
We have lots of wood – garry oak, poplar, elm, cedar – all wood 
is green and needs to be dried.   We will start the sale at 11 am. 
 
We have so much wood, this sale is open to all members of the 
guild.   Please ensure you have your cheque book with you so 
that you can take the wood away that day.   We have no place to 
store it for you for later pick up.   This is a cash and carry sale. 
 
Any questions – contact Wayne Holmes at 479 4694 or 
wgholmes@shaw.ca 
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Keynote Speaker for March – Cheryl Samuels 
Our keynote speaker for March is such a versatile artist.  An 
Albertan, Cheryl is already known to a number of our members 
who are turners because of a previous trip.  Yet, Cheryl is a 
person who is wonderfully hard to categorize.  This lady is 
definitely multifaceted to say the least. 
 
Cheryl is a weaver of real renoun and has been credited with 
bringing back a form of native Chilkat weaving called Northern 
Geometric.  Very few of these robes existed twenty years ago, 
and nearly all of them were in museums.  However, there has 
been a revival of this style of weaving, mostly due to the efforts 
of Canadian weaver Cheryl Samuels, and many of her students.  
(quote from a web site) 
 
I first heard about Cheryl as the person who dyes living trees.  
Now that sounds cool, don’t you think.  The guild executive 
was equally enthused.  Basically, she has figured out some of 
the methods and parameters around using materials to change 
the colors of living trees.  This is a lady with patience, resolve 
and a sense of adventure.  It doesn’t sound like cutting a good 
dovetail does it?  Playing with mother nature is much more ad-
venturous, I would say. 
 
Then when I visited her web site at: www.ravenstail.com I saw 
the breadth of her capabilities.  She runs a school with many 
significant courses.  She offers kits for weavers so they can 
more easily make truly historic native woven pieces and her 
turning school with Celtic and native design focus sounds like 
a winner!  Check it out you might want to take a course your-
self.  And her completed works are museum quality and highly 
sought after. 
 
Well, Cheryl will be with us in March so we will have some 
fun and education at the same time.  I bet trees that get dyed are 
like a box of chocolates – you will never be sure what you are 
going to get.  We will all find out from the master, see you 
there. 
 
Online System - The Treasurer’s View by Phil Cottell 
Introduction of the PayPal aspect of the on-line membership 
system has improved our financial performance on behalf of 
Guild members.  Each time a member signs up or renews their 
membership, a notice of the transaction is e-mailed to the treas-
urer.   Once a number of subscriptions have accumulated, the 
treasurer can request on-line transfer of the funds balance di-
rectly to the Guild's bank account.   (There is a fee for transfers 
less than $C150 which we try to avoid.   Within a couple of 
days, the funds are in the Guild account, without the need 
for paper work and with no travel back and forth to the 
bank.  The result is quicker handling of each member's transac-
tion, tighter financial control with automatic audit trail. 
 
Our new system significantly reduces the day to day workload 
for the treasurer’s position. 
 
Online System – The VP of Membership View by Lauren 

VandenDungen 
My job as your VP of Membership involves smoothing over 
the tranistion process of moving to our new on-line system of 
membership.  This means answering e-mails when people have 
questions, and making sure the membership list is updated on a 
regular basis. 
In addition, I make sure that all new and returning members 
receive their membership cards as promptly as possible (either 
at the next meeting or through 
the mail).  It is a great position for meeting lots of new people, 
as I have some contact with just about everyone who is in the 
Guild at one point or another.  It's also lots of fun to be in the 
Executive, as the Executive meetings are always really interest-
ing and enjoyable. 
Our new system is becoming more and more efficient for the 
guild and myself. 
 
Finishing Three Part Oil/Varnish as French Polish 
We had a great learning experience with Len Barnes/and his 
demonstration on applying a three part oil/varnish mixture with 
a wad, rubbed hard similar to French polishing.  I am very im-
pressed with this approach because of a number of factors.  But 
first, we should point out that this method works on open 
spaces, ie tabletops, drawer fronts without hardware on.  The 
reason is that the method requires rubbing the material on – 
inside drawers don’t work as well because of the corners for 
example. 
 
The material is three parts consisting of:  Tung Oil (use Behr it 
is cheap at Home Depot), Boiled Linseed Oil (any brand) and 
Varnish or Polyurethane (use any Gloss brand). 
 
The wad consists of a lint free cover such as linen or cotton.  
The wad inside consists of upholstery wadding or cotton batten.  
Mix up your finish in a glass jar such as a pasta sauce jar with a 
good fitting lid.  Sand the piece very well to 320 or better yet 
400 grit.  Use solvent with a low angle light to view any re-
maining scratches or imperfections – fix them now.   If the 
grain is open, fill it with a grain filler or use a spit coat of shel-
lac or sanding sealer to fill the grain.  Sand lightly with 400 grit 
after this step.  Dust and you are ready to apply the finish. 
 
Open the cover of the wad and pour in a little finish into the 
inside wadding.   Tightly wrap the interior material with the 
cover and tap the wad on the piece to get the finish to the sur-
face.  Now using long strokes, apply the finish with good pres-
sure – go ahead and push the finish into the piece.  Use a vari-
ety of patterns to fully cover the surface – keep the pressure on.  
Secret here is not to leave the finish to pool.  You will be wip-
ing it hard so at each coat the surface is buffed.  A table top 
takes 15 minutes – that’s all, start to finish. 
 
Next coat is same time tomorrow – be patient.  Three to four 
coats will do it.  Be careful how you store your wad – put it in 
another glass jar with a lid.  Use latex gloves to protect yourself 
from this stuff.  Nobody knows what regular contact with this 
stuff does to us, so why risk it.   
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Wait for a couple of days after the last coat and if you like, rub 
gently with 0000 steel wool and wax.  Or call it finished.  You 
will love the results.  You use so little finish, so little time and 
you do it without piles of oil soaked cloths.  I have now com-
pleted the table top which you saw Len do the first coat on – 
and the result is really nice.  Nice consistent sheen without a 
build up – that’s what we are all trying for. 
 
Thanks go to Len Barnes for a very professional demonstration 
of something super useful for all of us! 
 
Scrapers 101 By Gordon Thompson 
We learned a tremendous amount about cabinet scrapers from 
Gordon Thompson’s in depth demonstration session last meet-
ing.  Gordon showed us a logical approach to maintaining and 
sharpening this amazing tool.  In keeping with our recent focus 
on veneering, a cabinet scraper is the tool of choice for prepar-
ing a veneered panel for finishing.  It delicately shaves the sur-
face – if you know how to sharpen it.  Gordon is a member 
with a real background in tool edges of all kinds.  Graham Dra-
gushan told me that scrapers were introduced to his class at 
Camosun Fine Woodworking on September 24 – right at the 
beginning.  All I can say is many of us place a lower priority 
than we should on this tool.  Working with a sharp scraper is a 
true joy.  No dust, no noise and no vibration.  What could be 
better. 
 
I would like to direct our members to the following web site: 
www.fine-tools.com/G10004.htm.  The web site seems like it 
was written by Gordon himself.  It defines a scraper, what is it, 
how does the edge work, how do we get it ready for the new 
edge.  It also does a good job of describing in detail the funda-
mentals of the Lee Valley products which Gordon showed for 
sharpening a scraper.  
 
On behalf of the guild, we thank Gordon for his demonstration 
and for his considerable expertise.  We bring you these ses-
sions, because the executive is hoping that you will go ahead, 
purchase this very inexpensive tool and learn how to work it 
into your woodworking methods.  You will be glad you did.  
 
Error/Omission – Oops! 
We regret the error made in last month’s Benchmark.  In it Phil 
Makin referred to Harry Verstraaten as our past VP of Mem-
bership.  In fact our past VP Membership is Jim Barker.  Al-
though Harry did great work for the guild during his tenure, 
Jim Barker was the catalyst to bring in our new online mem-
bership system.  We thank him for all his work on last year’s 
executive and for his initiative and vision in helping us move 
forward with our online project! 
 
Have you Seen the Pictures? 
Peter Robin is our man on the street photographer.  He has 
been doing a great job of capturing action shots of our meet-
ings, then putting a caption together for each shot and getting 
them to our WebMaster John Porter.  Take a look at www.
viwg and select Gallery to see the interesting moments caught  

 
by Peter.  We are so pleased that Peter came forward as a much 
needed volunteer.  So this month’s Benchmark will be the first 
where the online version will be expanded to include Peter’s 
photos. 
 
Want to Sell or Buy 
Our new web site contains a classified section for guild mem-
bers.  We have seen a large increase in traffic when members 
post an ad.  Viewings of over 500 people have been happening 
in just a few weeks and the trend is going up rapidly.  If you 
have something to buy/sell/swap, don’t overlook this free ser-
vice for guild members. 
 
Membership System Updates 
Time is marching by and we are very close to completing our 
transition to the new system.  Here is what we need you to do 
on or before March 30! 

1. If you are currently receiving your Benchmark by postal 
mail, log onto the web site, and select “Not a Member Yet (Sign 
up Here)”.  Of course you are a member, but we because we 
want all member’s to be responsible for inputting their informa-
tion (name, address, interests, contact info, etc), go ahead be-
fore March 30 and complete this.  Once done, our VP Member-
ship is automatically informed and will set up your payment 
and expiry information to match the membership payment you 
have already made.  So don’t select the online payment option 
when doing this.  It really is fast and easy.  As with all mem-
bers, keep track of your user identification and password so that 
you can log on and update your member information when 
needed (address moves, telephone number changes, email 
changes, interests, etc). 

If you absolutely can’t complete this step, we will have paper 
signup sheets available at the April meeting for you to complete 
and either hand in or mail to us.  A guild volunteer will then 
enter your information for you. 

2. If you are currently receiving your Benchmark by email, log 
onto the web site and set up your interests by editing your exist-
ing membership profile.  These interests have been blanked out 
(for technical reasons) even if you initially completed them.  A 
little glitch in our set up.  Interests will be needed in order to 
complete our guild roster before our summer break.  The guild 
roster will list our members by area of interest and we will post 
it on our web site as a pdf file in the protected Member’s Only 
Area.  It is a great communications tool. 

Thanks also to the many members who have provided their 
feedback to the executive regarding our online system.  It is 
working because of you. 

Phil Makin, Past President 



Show your appreciation for the following companies which support the 
Guild by membership discounts. 
 
Aarrow Safety Inc. 
Altech Machining 
Columbia Fire & Safety LTD. (10% off Card Required!) 
Island Imports 
Island Saw & Tool Co. 
Mother Computers (See Tony Scott, Card Required!) 
PJ White Hardwoods LTD. 
Reimer Hardwoods LTD. 
Richelieu Panel Products 
Skookum Tools LTD. 
Slegg Lumber LTD. 
Tools’n Space Woodworking 
Troy Electric Sales & Service 
Victoria Speciality Hardware LTD. 
West Wind Hardwoods Inc. 
Windsor Plywood LANGFORD 
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EXECUTIVE:  
 
President………..Russ Franson               656-8724                    rffd@telus.net  
VP Education ….Phil Makin                  592-4053               pmakin@shaw.ca 
VP Membership. Lauren V. Dungen       386-4544           lvdungen@shaw.ca 
Treasurer……….Phil Cottell                  655-9190               cottells@shaw.ca 
Past President…..Phil Makin                  592-4053               pmakin@shaw.ca 
 

COMMITTEE & PROJECT CHAIRPERSONS:  
 
Monthly Clinics – V O L U N T E E R   N E E D E D 
Toy Workshop Project – Doug Watson 477-0701  
Keynote Speaker Committee—  Phil Makin   592-4053…………….pmakin@shaw.ca 
Show Committee – Darren Bertuccio   250-213-7795…………...darren@woodfly.com 
Library Committee – Ed Krakowski  656-6727……………………...edshop@shaw.ca   
Show & Tell Com.- David Muir 727-1176…………………………dalbergia@shaw.ca 
Great Guild Project – Harry Verstraaten   479-7717………….harryv@bullockbaur.ca 
Wood Recovery Committee – Wayne Holmes 479 4694………...wgholmes@shaw.ca 
Membership Database – Larry Grainger 383-1215……………….lgrainger@telus.net 
Guild Merchandise Committee - Gordon Thompson  655-1318………………………. 
Door Prize Coordinator - Daniel Ouimet 652-0506…...chanteclerwoodcraft@telus.net   
Sponsor Liaison  - Daniel Ouimet 652-0506…………...chanteclerwoodcraft@telus.net   
Webmaster - John Porter 642-4480……………………………. john.k.porter@shaw.ca 
Man on the Street Photos - Peter Robin 475-0486………………...elderbird@telus.net 
Education Committee  - Karen Trickett 598-1383……...coventryww@pacificcoast.net                  
Education Committee  - Brian Kemper 656-7046………….....kemper@islandnet.com  
 

STUDENT LIASON REPS : 
 
Camosun College –  To Be Determined 
Belmont High -  Brad Tikk 391-1992 
Other High Schools—To Be Determined 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR :  
 
H.C.  “Chico” Sakman  858-4588  sakman@shaw.ca   or   sfww@shaw.ca 
Please use e-mail for your classified submissions.  If you must phone to submit 
your ad,  please do so after 8:00 pm any day of the week. Cut-off time is exactly 
one week  prior to the guild meeting. 

BENCHMARK  is published every month except July and August. Unsigned articles may be reproduced without permission. Permission to reproduce signed articles should be sought from: 
http://www.viwg.com OR by mail at: The Vancouver Island Woodworkers’ Guild,  3651 Shelbourne Street P.O. Box 32145 RPO Mount Tolmie Victoria, B.C.  V8P 5S2 
The Guild is a non-profit organization of woodworkers, professional and amateur, dedicated to the promotion of woodworking and appreciation of fine craftsmanship. A one-year member-
ship is $45. 

 OUR SPONSORS C L A S S I F I E D S 
 

FOR SALE 
 

18” Booth Band Saw with 8” resaw capacity. It is 
one of the kits made by local patternmaker John 
Booth. It has metal running gear with a wooden 
table and cabinet $400. Must see to appreciate. 

Contact Cam Russell @ 598-1383 
 

WANTED   
 

Good 6” jointer, 14” bandsaw, and 10” tablesaw. 
Contact Martyn 477-7446. 

 
WANTED  

 
Carving tool set for beginning carver. Suitable 

for relief and in the round carving. Please contact 
Phil Makin @ 592.4053 

 
MARCH SALE @ TOOLS’N SPACE 

338 Catherine Street         383-9600 
10% OFF Pfeil Carving Tools 

10% Leyland HSS Lathe Tool Sets 
25% OFF Router bits & Tablesaw Blades 

10-20% OFF Tight Knot Pine & more 
 

LUMBER FOR SALE  
 

Retiring woodworker wants to reduce his stock  
Alder- KD $2 - green-$1-KD spalted and/or 

wormy $2.00 bd ft. (negotiable) Maple KD $2.50 
bd ft Cherry air dried $2.00 bd ft (small quantity) 
Odds & ends, exotics, etc Yellow cedar- $1.00 bd 
ft (small quantity) I have a sawmill and kiln, and 

acres of alder- can cut to specs. Call Gordon 
Sherriff @ 1-250-337-5419 (Courtenay) or 

gvsherr@telus.net 
 

WANTED  
 

Good used 10" cabinet or table saw, 6" or 8" 
jointer, 14" bandsaw. Please call David Johnson  

@ 744-7314 or davidjohnson@telus.net  



 1st Annual Victoria High Schools 
An exhibition of Fine Woodworking 

June 01-07 2006 
 
Community Arts Council of Greater Victoria Gallery 
Sussex Place 
G6-1001 Douglas Street 
Ph: 250-381-2787 
artscouncil@pacificcoast.net 
www.pacificcoast.net/~artscouncil 
 
As mentioned at past guild meetings the upcoming 1st Annual Victoria High Schools Woodworking Show at Sussex place in Victo-
ria is coming up fast! The Show Committee is looking for a few volunteers to help out with this exciting show. Please email me at 
darren@woodfly.com or call 250-213-7795 if you would be interested in helping. Thanks so much. 
 
Regards, Darren Bertuccio 
Show Comittee Chair 
 
 
 
—————————————————————————————————————————————————————- 
 

Magazine Advertisement 
 
 
1st Annual Victoria High Schools 
An exhibition of Fine Woodworking 
June 01-07 2006 
 
Community Arts Council of Greater Victoria Gallery 
Sussex Place 
G6-1001 Douglas Street 
Ph.250-381-2787 
artscouncil@pacificcoast.net 
www.pacificcoast.net/~artscouncil 
 
 
The Vancouver Island Woodworker’s Guild presents Visions in Wood, a juried exhibition of fine woodworking in the Community 
Arts Council of Greater Victoria gallery at Sussex Place. The show will display selected works of various high school students from 
the Victoria area that has a woodworking program and has used materials donated by the guild to the schools. The VIWG is a non-
profit organization of woodworkers, professional and amateur, dedicated to the promotion of woodworking and the appreciation of 
fine craftsmanship. Its membership has grown from 12 to more than 160 since its inception. The membership meets monthly to dis-
cuss business. Meetings also include informative workshops on such topics as techniques, material sourcing, and design philoso-
phies. Members may borrow books and  videos from the guild’s ample and continually growing library. A newsletter is published 
monthly. Each year the guild organizes a toy-making workshop (toys are donated to charity), a shop tour and many other events like 
a wood recovery program that makes certain that felled trees in the Victoria area does not end up in the burn pile. The wood is dis-
tributed between guild members and portions are donated to local high schools and to the Camosun College Fine Furniture Program 
for furniture making. Meetings are held on the second Tuesday of every month (except July and August) at the Fine Furniture Shop 
at Camosun College Interurban Campus. For more information visit www.viwg.com 
 
 
 
 
Thank You 
darren@woodfly.com 
250-213-7795 
 



PHOTOS FROM THE FEBRUARY MEETING 
& 

Wood Recovery Program 
 

By Peter Robin, Our man on the streets & meetings.  

Wood Recovery in action!  (What’s in that truck you guys?) 
 
Wayne Holmes, Harvey Brooks, George Calveley 
Tim Soutar, Wayne Begg, and Murray and Pat Tomkins 
 
Gordon Thomson is explaining his tricks of the trade on scraper preparation 
with his tools of the trade…... 



A Review of & Guide to the JessEm MastRSlide 7500 Cross-cut Sliding Table  
by Garrett Lambert  

 

Parts and Performance 
 
When I answered the doorbell, the Fed-Ex delivery man warned me that the box was heavy. Curious, because the MastRSlide is 
primarily made of aluminum extrusions. However, once unpacked, the weight is self-evident. There's a lot of aluminum in it plus 
many heavy ball bearings and machined steel fittings. Another woodworker I spoke to later also expressed surprise at its heft, 
commenting that he thought it had been built to industrial standards. 

 
As the photos show, the packaging is well-designed and 
protects the contents properly. 
 
Despite a couple of dented corners on the cardboard box 
where it had been set down hard, everything inside was 
pristine.  
 
The two compartmented trays also organize everything 
for easy installation. The basic components are a set of 
fixed and sliding tables in satin black, and a fence in Jes-

sEm red (the company supplies a blue fence to Rockler). The smaller bits and pieces are the end of the fence extension, the fence 
clamps and bolts, and a clear plastic bag containing fasteners and all necessary Allen keys. The package even contains a mounting 
plate in case your saw's switch is on the extension table that's to be removed.  
 
Set-up time should take about two hours from opening the box to cutting wood, and is covered later in this guide. 
 
For now, however, let's jump straight to performance, and see what this table can do. JessEm's product literature provides the fol-
lowing specifications:  
 
Maximum stroke: 37"  
 
Length of cut-off fence: 28" extends to 48"  
 
Maximum Cross Cut  w/fence in front position : 34"  
 
Maximum Cross Cut w/fence in middle position : 25"  
 
Maximum Cross Cut  w/fence in rear position : 36"  
 
Unit Weight: 48 lbs  
 
As per the specs, the fence locks into three separate locations on the table for different operations. The front—closest to the opera-
tor—is likely to be used most often for cross-cutting lumber and panels. In this example, I extended the fence to its 47½" mark to 
trim a piece of ¾" mahogany plywood. 
 
A very basic operation, but if the result is not dead on, the unit is worthless, as it turns out, 
It is just perfect. 
 
The middle is used to cut miters, and the gauge on the table runs from -45° to +45°. After 
moving the fence, I set it to +45° and cut a couple of pieces of scrap to see how well it pro-
duces a standard picture frame miter.  
 
Typical of this operation, I noticed a tendency for the workpiece to be drawn into the blade 
during the cut because the fence surfaces are so smooth. Adding a hardwood face with 
sandpaper spray-glued to it will prevent that creep in the future (a pair of T slots in the face 
of the fence make this addition easy). 
 
Holding the workpieces a little more securely, once again, a perfect result. While I took care in doing all the initial set-up adjust-



ments called for in the manual, for this cut I did nothing more than move the fence, set it to the 45° mark, and run the pieces 
through (I did re-cut the first piece because of the creep I mentioned above). Having tested a couple of after-market miter gauges 
that didn't come close to this accuracy, I admit to being impressed. 
 
The forward position is useful for larger panels. Here's a 33" long piece of scrap melamine that needed to be squared up (I meas-

ured the table's capacity, and it could have cut a 36" long panel). 
 
A slight change in technique was required. The table is not free-sliding and some small effort is needed to slide the table. How-
ever, when pushing a heavy panel such as this one through the saw, it was so easy I found it necessary to use my left hand to hold 
back the end of the table to control the speed of feed. I'd also forgotten how much easier and more accurate it is to cut panels on a 
sliding table with the fence perpendicular to the saw blade. Moreover, the support the table gives to the panel throughout the cut is 

a significant help and a real convenience. 
 
And here it is cutting a 30" long panel using the fence set at 45°, normally a very awkward cut. The fence stop helps to keep it 
from sliding out of position. 
 
 
 
Considering that I installed the table, plunked on the fence, and made these three cuts without any additional tweaking, it's evident 
that the MastRslide delivers on its promise. 
 
Performance depends on Preparation 
 
As you go through the next steps, bear in mind that while the table is capable of remarkable accuracy, its performance will directly 



reflect how well it has been adjusted in relation to the saw.  
 
The MastRslide's installation begins with the removal of the saw's left side extension table and fence rail(s). Before the rail(s) are 
re-installed, it/they will have to be either cut, or slid to the right to provide room for the slider to move back and forth.  
 
Here's a tip: if you have to shorten an extruded rail, keep the cut-off. If ever you have to go back to the original extension table, 
you can re-join the rail using a simple hardwood plug.  

 
I had cut my Uni-fence extrusion many years ago to install 
an Excalibur slider that I sold when we moved to a house 
with a smaller shop.  
 
With the saw naked, remove the two-part JessEm table as-
sembly from the packing, taking care to hold the slider in 
place. Remove one end stop, and separate the tables. Pause 
to admire the quality of the machining and the bearings and 
their mounts—all 30 of them—which will now be visible 
for the first time.  
 
Install the JessEm's fixed table on the saw, using the heavy 
washers supplied in the kit. The fixed table is to be set “a 
little more than 3/16" below the surface of the saw's table”. I 
suggest, in fact, that it be set at least 7/32" below to avoid 
having to go back to do it again. 
 
With the bolts tight, push the slider back on, and replace the 
stop that was removed earlier. (Now, where did I put it…) 

 
The table has to be level in two planes in relation to the saw, i.e. fore and aft and side to side, and, of course, made parallel as well. 
This is where a couple of explanatory additions to the manual would help. If you look at the underside of the fixed base, you will 
see the four plated steel bars as shown in the second photo above. Each of these bars is drilled and threaded to accept a pair of cap 
screws (marked “A” in the manual's photo). When the cap screws are tightened they pull the slider down (the two longer end bars 
have a third threaded hole for the parallel adjustment screws). 
 
Now squat down and look through the end of the table, and you will see how the slugs (marked “B” in the manual's photos) sim-
ply press against the base. When tightened they raise the slider.  
 
While looking through the table, note, too, that each cap screw and slug pair is interdependent, i.e. you cannot tighten one without 
first loosening the other, and equally important, that each pair of pairs forms a rocker mechanism.  
 
Do not use force while making adjustments. Although the components are massive, the power of the screws can nonetheless in-
duce twist in the slider. If the slider binds when pushed, release the screws, and make the adjustments more gently. As noted 
above, the slider is not free-running because the fit to the bearings is very tight to ensure accuracy. A little effort is required to 
move it back and forth, and you will feel the bearings engage.  

This photos 
show the 
rail rein-
stated using 
an internal 
wooden 
plug to 
bridge the 
cut. It 
works per-
fectly. 



 
 
The trick to achieving a slider that is level and flush with the saw's table is to span the two with a good straight edge as close as 
possible to where you're working. Start at one end and push the slider away just enough to clear the first screws. Gently adjust 
each pair until the slider is close to correct height and level, and move to the next. Repeat from the other end. Because of the 
rocker action I mentioned earlier, adjusting any pair of screws changes height on both sides of the rocker. The best approach is to 
creep up on the fit. Once all four sets have the table close to the correct position, start over again and fine-tune for perfection. It's 
easier to do than explain, but expect to spend 15-20 minutes to get it right. 

 
 
With that done, and because cap screws and slugs act against each 
other, go back and gently ensure that each is snug to lock everything in 
place.  
 
 
Now check whether the slider is exactly parallel to the saw. This ad-
justment is critical to square cuts. The easiest way to get it right is to 
use the narrow gap between them as a reference, and to insert a straight 
steel ruler in the gap as a guide (the manual explains this procedure 
clearly). If adjustment is required, loosen the two hex bolts close to the 
saw at either end of the slider, and then just crack the cap screws open. 
Do not loosen the slugs which maintain your earlier leveling adjust-
ments. Tap the slider parallel and re-tighten the six cap screws. 
 

 
 
Assembling the fence is straightforward. Loosen the brass-colored screw holding the extension inside the fence extrusion and pull 
it out a few inches. Take the end-piece out of the packaging, and slip the extension through its black clamp and tighten. Attach the 
two mounting brackets to the fence with two overlarge brass-colored machine screws per the third photo below. 
 
Note the tape measure on the extension. It's configured to bridge between the tapes on the fence and on the end-piece, such that a 

measurement to a mark on any of the three components will be accurate (see 
further note below on use). And, finally, slide on the adjustable stop. 
 
The manual is silent on how the tape on the fence is supposed to be zeroed. The 
fence slides laterally, and the tape moves with it. Ergo, it has to be re-set each 
time the fence is locked into a new position. Same thing each time the blade is 
changed because differences in blade thickness have to be taken into account. 
The zeroing technique is simple. First, on my unit it was necessary to make a 
tiny adjustment to the tape on the left end to compensate for the gap to the slid-
ing end cap. So, loosen the two Phillips screws that secure the measuring tape, 
do the necessary, and re-tighten. Cut a spacer 2" long and set it against the 
blade. Set the flip stop on the fence to 2", move fence and stop against the 



spacer, and the tape is automatically re-calibrated.  
 
It's also critical to square the fence to the miter slot. Set the fence in the forward holes of the rear blocks and release the slugs. With a 
carpenter's square* pressed against the edge of the mire slot, move the fence tight to the other leg. Holding everything in place, re-

tighten the slugs. You can now confirm that the table is parallel by 
pulling the fence as far back as possible and placing the square back in 
position but this time lightly touching the blade. Slowly push both 
fence and square forward: there should be no gaps between square and 
blade. Do this for the other two sets of blocks as well. 
 
*Note: I checked first to ensure that it is truly square by drawing a line 
then flipping the square over to confirm that the line still followed the 
edge perfectly.  

 
Fence Operation 
 
The MastRslide uses a second pair of overlarge machine screws—these 
are black—to lock the fence into one of three fixed positions: rear for 
normal cuts, center for angle cuts, and forward for panels pressed 
against the reversed fence. These positions are established through the 
use of five fixed steel blocks sitting in a pair of longitudinal tee chan-

nels. A longer sixth block in the outer channel slides like a Tee nut to permit the fence to rotate for angles. 
 
The blocks are drilled and tapped for the fence screws, and can be moved by releasing hex slugs that press into the bottom of the 
channel.  
 
One significant attraction of this unit is how little space it occupies. Of 
course, that's without the fence. When mounted, the fence necessarily 
sticks well out to the side. No problem, just remove it. In any event, you 
won't want the fence mounted when doing operations that don't require it. 
 
 
 
However, removing and replacing the fence requires many turns of the ma-
chine screws. The Excalibur uses tee nuts that can be released with a quar-
ter turn, enabling the fence to be slid out and off quickly. I asked another 
woodworker about his Dewalt slider. “Installing the fence takes me about 
12 seconds, 10 of them are to bend down to pick up the fence and place it 
on the slider, two of them are to tighten the knob.”  
 
 

 
Possible Tweaks 
 
With a simple modification, the MastRslide can be just as quick. The black 
machine screw on the right has a round brass nut that lets you control how 
much of the threaded portion extends into the block. It's a very simple task to 
insert spacer washers—I happened to find a nut of exactly the right thick-
ness—to do the same job on the other side. With only three or four threads 
extended, removing and replacing the fence becomes quick and easy.  
 
Although the full strength of a bolt is achieved only when it is fully threaded 
into its nut, so little force is ever applied to the fence compared to the 
strength of a 5/16" bolt that the risk of damage is negligible. Nevertheless, 
because the threaded ends of the black knobs are just short lengths of 5/16–
24 rod screwed into the shafts, replacement is easy and inexpensive. In any 
event, using washers permits you to leave as much thread protruding as 
makes you comfortable. 
 



Alternatively, you can switch the fence to a sliding Tee 
block system simply by unlocking one pair of fixed blocks. Now the big black screws will secure the fence in place by pulling those 
blocks up against the underside of the channel wings. Crack the screws open a quarter turn, and the fence can instantly be slipped on 
and off, or moved to one of the other positions.  
 
This conversion requires a different solution to accurately zero the fence in each position. My experience with the Excalibur was that 
I used the reversed setting only occasionally. If you're willing to give up the pre-zeroed stops for that position, move the stops for the 
rear position forward exactly one length, and the right hand center block backward exactly one length. Now release the forward 
blocks and attach the fence to them. The fence is instantly removable by simply cracking the machine bolts open and slipping it out. 
Plus, there are fixed, zeroed stop blocks for the rear and center positions. If you adopt this approach, make sure to clear any sawdust 
out of the channels whenever re-setting the fence.  
 
The final bit of assembly is the small accessory table that 
locks onto the slider in another tee channel. In really con-
fined shops, it could be handy to be able to easily remove 
and replace this table, too. It attaches with two nuts in the 
slider's side slot, held by two hex head bolts that are under 
and inside the table—a bit awkward. One could epoxy a 
couple of Allen keys in the bolts, since once set they only 
have to be released a half turn to move the table; Or, more 
elegantly, it should be easy to substitute a couple of inex-
pensive cam handles that could be clamped and released by 
feel. (I'll pick up a pair next time I'm near a Lee Valley outlet and try them out.)  
 

An Unexpected Bonus 
I'd struggled for years to find a layout for my small, awkwardly shaped basement shop that would accommodate my 52" Unisaw and 
all the other stationary equipment. Every piece of machinery has been moved several times—complete with changes to all the DC 
connections—but the necessary compromises never provided the more than 8' I wanted behind and in front of the saw, plus enough 
width to accommodate sheet goods. As a result, I'd switched to cutting 4x8 panels to 1/8" over-size in the garage using a circular saw 
and a 100" Clamp 'n Guide. Much easier to carry down to the basement, too. I finish size them on the Unisaw. This is a method I 
highly recommend, and it also means the somewhat smaller panel capacity of the JessEm compared to its much larger competitors is 
actually more suited to the way I work. However, I still could not rip long boards. 
 
The little MastRslide opened up a completely new option for shop layout. With a sliding table, it's so easy to work to the left rather 
than right side of the saw that I began to question the need for a massive right-side extension table. Normally it just acts as a magnet 
for stuff with no other convenient home while occupying prime real estate. The MastRslide, on the other hand, occupies space on the 
left side of the saw only when required, and its fence extends to accept a full 48" panel.  



 
So, once again, re-organize the shop, this time turning the Unisaw 90° to face into the center of a 7' wide x 16' long corridor lined on 
either side with machinery, and with almost as much depth behind. Now I can rip lumber of any length, and cut panels more than 4' 
wide and up to 36" deep (couldn't do that placement before because a wall blocks the right side). This new arrangement worked so 
well that I swallowed hard and yesterday cut a chunk off the right end of my Unifence rail—okay, I can put it back together again—
and the extension table. Dramatic perhaps, but it has opened up my work-space in a way that was previously unimaginable.  
 
Conclusion 
To whom will the brand new JessEm table saw slider appeal? Anyone who uses a tablesaw, but particularly one who is space con-
strained. Without its little extension table and fence, it takes up no more width than the extension table it replaces, but adds a very 
supportive 20" in length. That overhang can be placed in front of or behind the saw, or divided between the two positions so it's not 
in the way, and the slider can be locked in the center, forward, or retracted position. While the MastRslide might not have quite so 
profound an impact on other shops as it did on mine, it will markedly increase the utility and accuracy of any tablesaw. 
 
With the MastRslide installed, anyone familiar with JessEm's other products will see what they expect, i.e. fit and finish that are evi-
dently wonderful. And mass. Lots of it. It looks and feels heavy and is an extremely solid piece of machinery. The quality of the ma-
chining is superb, and in my opinion, the table's operating mechanism—including the level and parallel adjustment systems—is far 
more elegantly designed and much more rugged than was the Excalibur I owned. No slop whatsoever, and no concerns about normal 
use and bangs knocking it out of alignment.  
 
It's a keeper. 
 
Garrett Lambert, member 

Editor’s note: 
 

This tool is locally available at one 
of our sponsors, 

 Island Saw. 
 

Dear members and readers, 
 
I’ve been asking for a real life, real shop and 
real world tool reviews for three years! Like 
many, I am not 100% sold on magazine re-
views.  
 
I would like to give special thanks to Garrett 
Lambert for his thorough and thorough review 
as well as his tips on this tool. 
 
It does not have to be this elaborate, but if you 
really like a tool or hate it, let us all know.  It’s 
simply being part of our community. 
 
Thank You. 
HC (Chico) Sakman, Editor 



Len Barnes is showing how to apply oil varnish a la French Polish.     Martyn’s gorgeous speaker with high-end drivers 


