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I ’ It is easy to become so occupied with getting the job
PreSIdent S Report done, we often fail to look back and assess what it is we
are supposed to be doing. Certain aspects get lots of at-

This fall is starting out well as several programs are  tention while others are forgotten or ignored until a ma-
picking up steam. You may have read the favorable jor flaw is revealed. This might be what happened inhe
press generate by George Calveley and his team of vao case of guild insurance. Some of the goals of the guild
unteer builders who build six sets of privacy screens  are easily identified, while others are more obscurar is
for the neonatal unit of the Victoria General Hospital. that we’d prefer to not deal with them because they are
The enthusiastic response from hospital staff was very more difficult?
genuine, and there are other possible projects under Here is a list of 7 points which may, and | say may be-
discussion with the nurses there. cause this is still a list in the making, which shouldap-
The Executive has been working on several initiatives ture the essence of the guild purpose. We'd be very in-
or responding to initiatives which have come our way; terested to get input on these points. The goals are in
many of these will be discussed briefly during the bits bold type with the examples iritalics.
ness section of the November meeting. These include:

1. Provide an environment to meet local profes-

the advertising of member’'s commercial ser- sional & amateur woodworkers.

vices on the web site, - Monthly meetings, shop tours, special pro-

the move to a more up to date web site, and jects (toy workshop, etc).

the recent imposition by Camosun College of 2. Provide a forum for the exchange of technical

an insurance requirement for our meetings on information and methods of work.

the campus. - Guest speakers, Saturday workshops,

Show & Tell.
The insurance requirement has initiated a general re- 3. Exchange information on new products and im-
view of our insurance needs which is being lead by provements to existing ones.
Phil Cottell. Program like wood recovery, the toy - Show & Tell, Sponsor’s night,
workshop, demonstrations at meeting and the Satur- 4. Combine forces for group purchases, discounts,
day workshops have more demanding insurance re- and services.
guirements that the month meetings themselves, as - Guild discounts with retailers, group or-
you might have already guessed. ders,
5. Enhance business opportunities, contacts, and
Colin Knecht has kindly offered to help design the web knowledge for commercial members.
page and we have had a couple of expressions of intel - Membership list, website, word of mouth
est in the webmaster position. If any members know of referrals.
particularly good guild or woodies society web pages 6. Joint marketing and promotion of the hobby
we could develop ideas from, please pass them on to through community service
either Colin or myself. - Wood Recovery, Special Projects.
_ 7. Continually improve the quality of work pro-

What are the Roles and Goals of the Guild? duced by guild members through education,

NOVEMBER MEETING

Camosun College - Fine Furniture Program Building
Tuesday, November 14th. 7:15 PM
@6:45pmKeith Battersby hosting a timber-framing presentation
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evaluation and formal shows. The primary goal of the annual conference is to promote
Action required here. exchange among the many communities represented by

The last point should catch your eye because we have the Society. This takes the form of a full three day ¢e
mentioned and attempted to start a process of evalua- ference with over 50 presentations, lectures, panel dis-
tion to improve the quality of work at a couple of meet- cussions and demonstrations in total. On June 20 there
ings last year. I'm not sure we have hit on the correct is a day of tours and events for attendees. We expect
formula though, so I've asked Russ Franson as the Pa: many attendees and family members to be in our area
President to work with me to develop a package of ~ for a full week.

ideas and methods which the guild might adopt to

steadily improve the work of those members who ask ¢ Education and Students

assistance. We will be consulting selected members ar The conference program is supported by Student Assis-
some of the educational specialists to begin the proses tants who work with the presenters in setting up demon-

We would like to have some material for your consid- stration and lecture venues, doing introductions and
eration in the New Year. generally supporting the three days. We expect to have

30 students working in this important role.
Program

Karen Trickett and Keith Evans are well along in the
planning of speakers and shop tours to respond to the
input received from the September questionnaire.
There are three shop tours planned each about two
months part, with the first being a tour of professiamal
shops in the Cobble Hill-Duncan area on Saturday Nov
18", The Victoria area and Saanich tours will be an-
nounce for the New Year.

Exhibitions

Five major furniture shows are planned during the con-
ference with several running for more than a month.
These will be open for public viewing to assist in ourad-
lective goal of educating the community about the value
of the individual artisan.

Industry Partner Opportunities

We are receiving tremendous support from the Univer-
sity of Victoria and Camosun College and have many
interesting opportunities for sponsors both within the
woodworking business and also from businesses who

Furniture Societv Conference 2007 may be interested in how the organizers support the lo-
cal community.

Bryan Kemper, President.

As many of you have heard, Victoria is home to the  Apout the Furniture Society (www.furnituresociety.org)
June 2007 Furniture Society Conference. The organi- This non-profit international organization has more

zation committee is led by Ken Guenter and is ably  than 1700 members. The mission is to advance the art of
supported by folks such as John Dennison, Cam Rus- fyrniture making by inspiring creativity, promoting ex-

sell and others. During the coming months, we will in- cellence and educating one and all to better understand
troduce you to the other key members of the committe¢ the art of furniture and its place in society.

many of whom are guild members. In the new year, wi

expect more volunteers will be needed and we will be  Thejr members are some of the world’s most talented
you folks to work! furniture artists, plus curators, educators, architeds,
collectors and gallery directors and they come together
The conference theme is Mosaics of the West Coast.  during their annual conference. Take a look at their
The program planning work done by John Dennison is \yeb site and consider becoming a member!
well along and the content represents Aboriginal, This outline article will be augmented in the coming
Asian, Edwardian and Victorian themes. Many of the  months with more exciting information. Please conside
conference attendees are major influencers in their re being attending the conference! If you have questions

spective communities. Our attendance goal is approxi- syggestions, please let us know, we would value your in-
mately 450 people plus family members. pu.

About the Conference Phil Makin

June 20 — 23, 2007 (Mark you Calendars!), Beautiful Fyrniture Society Conference Organization
University of Victoria
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

There is expected to be a wood sale on December 2n

at 10 am at Camosun College. Volunteers involved in

the milling of this wood will be notified as this pro-

ceeds. Most of the wood is garry oak, plus there will

be some kiln dried beech and there is poplar available. Lumber
4/4 Cherry Sel Shorts 6-7'

Log Sealer- Wood recovery is now selling log sealer ~ 4/4 Cherry #1 Common

for anyone who needs it. Some will be available at the 4/4 W- Birch #1 Shop White

meeting on November 14th. It will be sold in 1 litre iﬁ \é\llr glg:rgtlirame Grade

containers and will cost $11.00 for 11, $21.00 for 2I, $3! 4/4 Honduras Mahogany F1F

for 3l, and $38 for 4l. If you want some at other times, 44 E. Maple #1 Com # 1 & 2 White

please contact Wayne Holmes at 479 4694. or at 4/4 W. Maple #1 Shop

wgholmes@shaw.ca 4/4 Sapelle Rift/Qtr 8"

4/4 Walnut Rift/Qtr Sel & Btr

4/4 Walnut ComSel S2S

PJ HARDWOODS’
SALE & OVERSTOCK ITEMS

Wayne Holmes, Wood Recovery

COWICHAN VALLEY SHOP TOUR Plywood _ _
3/4 Alder Clear A-2 W/ Birch Back (Classic Core)

. 18mm Rotary Mahogany on Poplar Core (Okoume)
On November 18th, three Cowichan Valley woodwork- 1 /5 \nhite Oak Qtr. Cut A-1 MDF

ers have agreed to open their shops to Guild membersg, 4+ gjack Walnut Qtr. Cut A-1 MDF (slipmatched)
If you wish to take part, please meet at the Park & 5/8" Maple BWP-2 PBC Prefin 2S

Ride lot on Helmcken Road, beside the Trans Canada 3/4" Maple AWP-1W Clasic Core

Highway in time for a 9:30 a.m. departure. Car pools

will be arranged then. Edging
7/8 Alder Automatic 500'
First stop will be Phil Smith's shop at Shawnigan 7/8 Cherry Automatic 500

o : ' 7/8 African Mahog. Auto 500
Lake, followed by a visit to Mike Moore's shop at 218 VG Fir Automatic 500"

GIenora.. From there, we will proceed to the Craig 2/8 Red Oak Automatic 500"
St. Brewing Brew Pub in Duncan for lunch, followed 13,16 pine Preglued 250
by a visit to the shop of Joe Gelinas and Sandra Carr 13/16 Teak Preglued 250"

on the north side of Duncan.

Contact Phil at 250 743 2246
if you have any questions.

Guild Wear

13/16 Black Walnut PG 250'
Qtr. Cut Cherry PB Veneer
Cherry F/C Wood-to-Wood
Red Oak F/C Wood-to-Wood
Wht. Oak Qtr. F/S

Walnut Paperback

13/16 Almond PG 250
13/16 Black PG 250
We will once again be ordering various items of cloth- 5/8 White x 1200' PVC

ing bearing the VIWG logo. The folks at Shenanigans 15/16 Oiled Cherry x 600' PVC
say that the styles, colours of things like T-shirts, _
fleeces, ball caps, sweat shirts, golf shirts and jadiee =~ Melamine

are the same as last year, so we can use the same cata/4" White on 2S on Woodstalk
logues. 5/8" Pearwood 2S

5/8" Oiled Cherry 2S

. , 3/4" Hardrock Maple Slotwall
Prices are also the same as last year's. The catalogues

and order forms will be available at the November Unfinished Board
meeting. List the items/sizes/colours you wish to pur-  12mm Fire Rated MDF
chase, calculate total cost, then please provide a chequl/2 Woodstalk 4 x 8

(not cash) for that amount, payable to VIWG. 5/8 Woodstalk 4 x 8
3/4 Microstrand 4 x 8

Phil Cottell
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CLASSIFIEDS OUR SPONSORS

Show your appreciation for the following companies witgh support the

FOR SALE Guild by membership discounts.
Aarrow Safety Inc.
1 HP Delta dust collector: $125. Altech Machining
Call Harry at 479-7717 Columbia Fire & Safety LTD. (10% off Card Required!)
Island Imports
FOR SALE Island Saw & Tool Co.

Mother Computers (See Tony Scott, Card Required!)
PJ White Hardwoods LTD.
General ( Canadian made ) 8" longbed jointer Reimer Hardwoods LTD.
w/ 2 sets of knives. $ 2500 Union 14" bandsawRichelieu Panel Products
in good working order. $ 350 Skookum Tools LTD.

. B ~ Slegg Lumber LTD.
Call Keith BkiﬁiiﬁagjszagteSSS 7029 or Troy Electric Sales & Service

Victoria Speciality Hardware LTD.
West Wind Hardwoods Inc.

FOR SALE Windsor Plywood - Keating X-Road
Windsor Plywood - LANGFORD

80’s model US made Delta 14” BS w/ 1-1/2 hp

Baldor, full ball bearing guides, new high- EXECUTIVE:
tension spring, micro-adjusting large fence and president.......... Bryan Kemper 656-7046 kemper@islandnet.com
$100 worth of blades $450 VP Education ....Karen Trickett 598 1383 coventryww@padifcoast.net
. VP Education....... Keith Evans 592 3102 kirevans@shaw.ca
Excalibur OYerhead ta_blesaw blade guard_ w/ VP Membership. Rob Blondeau = 881-8132 rblondeau@shaw.ca
dust collection never installed, brand newn  Treasurer.......... Phil Cottell 655-9190 cottells@shaw.ca
the box. $300 Past President.....Russ Franson 656-8724 rffd@telus.net
Call Chico @ 858-4588 or stvw@shaw.ca  coMMITTEE & PROJECT CHAIRPERSONS:
FOR SALE Monthly Clinics — Keith Evans ~ 592-3102.................. kirevans@shaw.ca
-Karen Tricket 598-1388oventryww@pacificcoast.net
Show Committee— Darren Bertuccio 213-7795........darren@woodfly.com
Lone Ranger Rem_Ote Control for Dust Collec- Library Committee — Ed Krakowski 656-6727.............. edshop@shaw.ca
tor. 110V New in the box, never opened. Show & Tell Com.- David Muir 727-1176.................. dalbergia@shaw.ca
i i Toy Workshop Project— Doug Watson 477-0701
Retail $100, ASklng $60.00 Wood Recovery Committee-Wayne Holmes 479-4694.wgholmes@shaw.ca
Call Herm Kornatz 656-8019 Derek Wentworth ....... design.line@shaw.ca
Guild Merchandise Committee- — Phil Cottell....... cottells@shaw.ca
FOR SALE Door Prize Coordinator - Daniel Ouimet

Sponsor Liaison - Daniel Ouimet 652-0506.chanteclerwoodcraft@telus.net
Webmaster— VACANT

Shop-built 12" disc sander on cabinet $120.00 Furniture Society Liaison-Phil Makin 592-4053........... pmakin@shaw.ca
Shop-built air filtering unit $150.00 Man on the Street Photos Peter Robin 475-0486........ elderbird@telus.net
1 1/2 hp Baldor industrial motor, little used STUDENT LIASON REPS -
$100.00 Camosun College- To Be Determined

Fractional H.P. motor - 125 in/lb torque at ~ Semonthtigh. Brad Tikk 3911992
. . ther High Schools—To Be Determined
100 RPM (think power feed or grinding)
$35.00 NEWSLETTER EDITOR :

Call Phil Smith @ 250 743 2246 H.C. “Chico” Sakman 858-4588sakman@shaw.caor sfww@shaw.ca

Please us€-Mailfor your classified submissions.If you must phone to submit
your ad, please do so after 8:00 pm any day of thveeek. Cut-off time isexactly one
week prior to the guild meeting.

BENCHMARK is published every month except July andAugust. Unsigned articles may be reproduced withoupermission. Permission to reproduce signed articteshould be
sought from: http://www.viwg.com OR by mail at: The Vancouver Island Woodworkers’ Guld, 3651 Shelbourne StreeP.O. Box 32145 RPO Mount Tolmie Victo-
ria, B.C. V8P 5S2
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Brent Beach on Sharpening

At the October guild meeting Brent Beach gave us adaiown and demo of his sandpaper sharpening
methods which were recently featured in a cover amvitlene Woodworking (Volume No 184, June 2006).

These methods were also the centerpiece of a han8star-
day workshop held on Nov 4th at the shop of Karen and Cam.
A lucky 10 guild members, those closest to the signup sheet
when Karen put it down at the Oct. meeting, were ¢kt a
four hour demo/explanation and of Brent’s methods. Mbst
~the day was taken up with the construction of jigs td ptdne
iron and hand chisels for the sharpening process. An adflitio
bonus was that Karen and Keith Evans had put in some eigh
hours to purchase and assemble 10 kits of the glass aghsan
per needed to complete the sharpening kits for the 1Glaten
to use and take home.

Brent’s comprehensive web site http://www3.telus.net/
BrentBeach/Sharpen/index.html details all the varicerss
built in the workshop complete with dimensioned drawiagd
full explanations.

Sources for the items needed to complete the sharpjsng
including the # 6 T nuts, which can be hard to find, are listed
below:

1. 3M 15 and 5 micron PSA backed Sandpaper (Micro-finishingales)-Lee Valley
2. #6 T nuts-Victoria Capital Iron-bulk fasteners settio
3. Johnson Baby oil-Grocery store or pharmacy.

| Essentially the Beach system uses
~ wooden jigs which firmly hold the
blade and elevate it above the glass sur-
face to which the sandpaper is bonded
by the PSA glue. The glass sheets are
supported by a wood or composite base
whose main purpose is simply to pro-
tect the edge of the glass. Weldbond is
used to glue the glass to the fiber or
plywood backer. The PSA sandpaper is
placed on the glass after a thin film of
water has been applied to the glass by
hand or spray. The purpose of the water
is to allow you to position the sandpa-
per correctly. Roll the sandpaper out
into the glass sheet to prevent any air
bubbles from being trapped under the
sheet. If bubbles are present, prick
them with a pin,
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and press the area flat with your finger. Leave the papery for 24 hours-the water evaporates through the
pores in the paper leaving a dry sheet.

To use the sharpening system set the two sheets of glhgbevsandpaper side by side. Make sure your
blade is pre-ground to 25 degrees-Brent prefers flat rdthartollow grinding. Use the calculator on Brent’'s
website to calculate the amount of extension the blads protrude from the jig-this is most easily done with
a combination square which reads in 32nd of an inch. For plang blades the extension is 4 22/32", for
heavy 1/8th inch thick blades the reading will be 4 24/32".

Apply a small amount of Johnson’s Baby oil to the 15 mi-
cron sandpaper and pull the blade toward you across the
sandpaper. Do not let the jig touch the paper. About a half
dozen strokes will be enough to see the bright line farm
the tip of the blade-this is the 29 degree bevel. If you are
not sharpening at the tip of the blade (i. e. the btigatis

on the heel not the tip), go back and reset the 25 degree
bevel on the blade using a coarse wet stone or a belitisa
or what ever you normally use for coarse grinding. Once
the bright polished area at the tip of the blade is about
1/8th inch wide, stop. If one side of the tip is not iwdid,
apply more finger pressure to that side until the enpre t
and been polished more or less evenly across the width of
the blade tip. You will see the oil turn black from theest
cuttings indicating that you are making progress.

If the sand paper begins to lose its edge simply lifettgee up and peal it off the glass until you have reached
new, fresh grit. Cut the worn part of with a knife andsprihe paper back down and begin sharpening with
the new surface.

Now turn the blade over and polish the
back side on the 15 micron paper unless
you have already done so. If the back
side is polished, invert the blade and
pull towards you two to three times to
remove the wire edge left by the sharp-
ening. Note that the wood extension
holds the blade at the correct height for
the back bevel.

Now move to the 5 micron paper and
place a 1/8" thick wooden shim under
the jig-it will stay there on its own-
surprising as it may seem. Apply a
small amount of the baby oil to the pa-
per and draw the blade towards you a
half dozen times.
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A highly polished bright line will now be evi-
dent at the tip of the blade, your second micro
bevel which will be at 31 degrees. It need only
be a very small sliver at the tip of the blade. Re-
move the wire edge as before-omit the 1/8th
block for this step.

If you have 0.5 micron PSA backed paper (no
longer produced by 3M) or if you want to use a
spray adhesive on your paper, make a third
glass-paper set and use a 3/16th wooden shim to
produce the third micro bevel using the 0.5 mi-
cron paper. The line need be only very faint to
achieve the bevel. If you a going to this level
make sure the back of the blade is very well pol-
ished!

There was some discussion at the workshop about dtetae
use the 0.5 micron paper step. The 5 micron paper is equiva-
lent to about 4000-5000 water stone grit. The 0.5 micron com-
pare is equivalent to 8000 water stones. Brent feels based o
his microscopic examination that the benefit of thendicgon
sharpening only last of about 15 or 20 plane strokes-in other
words not very long. He argues, therefore that the 0.5 maper
not needed to make his system successful. On the pluthside
system does yield a very flat and sharp blade in velg lit

time. There are definite advantages.

The Lee Valley jigs can be used to hold the
blades, eliminating the need for the wooded
jigs. | intend to try both, but | liked the way the
wood jigs felt and preformed at the workshop.
One feature of the method that was immedi-
ately apparent when | tried it in my shop was
that there is certainly less water and mess than
using water stones. A second benefit is that the
baby oil leaves a light film of rust inhibiting oil
on the blades unlike water stones which require
you to add oil after sharpening.

Written & Photos by Bryan Kemper



