
��������	��������	��������	��������	 




Newsletter of the Vancouver Island Woodworkers' Guild               Issue:   JUNE-2006               
VISIT US AT - WWW.VIWG.COM  

JUNE  MEETING  
 

Camosun College   -  Fine Furniture Program Building  
Tuesday, June 13th. 7:15 PM 

President’s Report 
 

Highlights from May Guild Meeting :  The May “Table” 
meeting was a continuation of our idea of having a theme 
meeting once a year. Like last year, it was held at S.J. Willis 
Highschool.  The night was a complete success and I would 
like to thank all who participated by hauling in their various 
tables for the evening. It was very much appreciated. For fur-
ther information on this informative session, please see Bryan 
Kemper’s article. 
 
High School Woodworking Show; June 1 - 7:  June 1st was 
the opening of the first ever High School Woodworking Show 
which the guild hosted for local high school woodworkers. We 
had about 52 pieces submitted and the work the teachers and 
students have done is impressive.  The collection was broad 
and deep and included turnings, a lectern, guitars, coffee ta-
bles, jewelry, boxes, and even a fishing net.  The Guild hosted 
an opening night ceremony and reception for teachers, students 
and their families at the gallery space that was donated by the 
Arts Council of Victoria in the Sussex Building.  We were also 
fortunate to get some good coverage of the event on the A-
Channel news that night and the next morning. I would again 
like to thank Darren Bertuccio and all the other Guild mem-
bers who were involved – thank you for a job well done.  
 
Good-bye and Thank You to Tools’ n Space:  Most of you 
have probably heard that Tools’ n Space will be closing June 
30, and that Charlie Middleton will be retiring after 29 years in 
business.  Many people who are members of the Guild have 
shopped there, taken courses, or like me, taught there.  Charlie 
has always been a champion of woodworking and has contrib-
uted greatly to the local woodworking community.  He was 
one of the Guild’s first sponsors, and over the years, often of-
fered his space for monthly meetings.  Charlie, we will miss 
you and wish you and your family all the best for your retire-
ment. 
 
In Memorium : On behalf of the Guild, I extended condo-
lences to the family of one of our Guild members, Sherman 
Jaycox. Sherman passed away on May 10 after a short battle 
with cancer.   

 
June Guild Meeting:  The June meeting will be one big show 
and tell session, so if you have anything you would like to share, 
please bring it.  And of course, we will hold elections for execu-
tive positions.  The meeting will be as usual at Camosun College, 
on June 13th at 7:15 p.m.  I hope to see as many of you as possi-
ble out there casting your votes! 
 
Thanks to the Guild Executive and Committee Volunteers:  
Last, but not least, I would like to reserve this space to thank 
each executive member and committee volunteers for all the sup-
port they have offered me over the past two years.  They work 
tirelessly for the Guild, and because of this, the Guild continues 
to grow.  It has been a pleasure being your president, and being 
part of this ongoing growth.  I would like to offer a special thank 
you to Lauren V. Dungen for her work as V.P. Membership.  
Lauren inherited the position just as we were moving to a more 
efficient electronic system.  She has worked out a lot of the bugs 
in the system, and has consequently laid the ground for who ever 
will inherit it.  Lauren is moving to the Annapolis Valley in Nova 
Scotia, so I’d like to wish her goodbye and good luck.   
 
Scott Reid will be stepping down from the audio-visual job 
which he has performed for the Guild for many (10+) years.  
Scotty has worked tirelessly for the Guild and has contributed to 
all aspects of it.  He has not only held numerous committee and 
project positions, he has held many of the executive committee 
positions. His huge shoes will be hard to fill. With Scotty’s de-
parture, we are seeking a couple of members who can takeover 
audio-visual responsibilities starting in September. Scotty has 
kindly agreed to train whoever is interested.  If you are inter-
ested, please contact an executive member.  Thanks again to both 
Lauren and Scotty. And thank you again to all who have sup-
ported me during my presidency - you are too numerous to men-
tion individually! I look forward to seeing you all next week. 
 
Russ Franson, 
President 
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Guild Educational Tool Purchased 
Camosun College has in the past generously provided a laptop 
projection device when presentations were needed for our 
meetings.  Unfortunately, this policy changed when vandalism 
problems occurred recently.  Although these problems had 
nothing to do with the guild, we needed to find alternatives.  
The guild executive looked at the possibilities – which were 
renting or purchasing.  Renting was a good option if we only 
had very limited use of the device but at $225. per evening it 
was rather expensive.  In the end we chose to purchase a 
ACER high intensity projection device for the guild.  The cost 
thanks to our sponsor Tony Scott at Mother Computers was 
less than $1,000.  As you saw, we have put the unit to good 
use at two recent meetings and it performed well, once con-
nected to a Mac and once to a P/C.  The unit comes with a 
good padded case and all the cables imaginable! 
 
We hope with this as a permanent item in our arsenal, we will 
see more presentations and perhaps your digital photography 
come to life in show and tell sessions. 
 
Thanks for Four Great Years 
Well, it is time to say, so long in my current position with the 
guild.  I have enjoyed four years first as president and then 
later with Russ and most of our current committees as the VP 
Education.  Along the way, the guild has improved our capa-
bility to deliver a solid meeting with initiatives such as: 
 

·     Public Address System – with remote mikes all 
thanks to Scotty Reid who has been involved in ac-
tively supporting the guild as president and many 
other functions for ten years, thanks Scotty. 

·     Laptop Projection Device recently purchased ready 
for any of us to use 

·     A focus on education at our meetings with actual ex-
pectations that we do some useful things each time 
we get together – I know that will continue. 

 
We have a very elegant membership system thanks in no small 
part to Colin Knecht and his business partner Paul.  Lauren 
Vanden Dungen our current VP Membership has spent consid-
erable time getting the system tailored to our specific needs 
and I have enjoyed being part of that work.  The result is much 
less time for our volunteers in areas such as  banking, paper-
work and better service and information for our members and 
sponsors.  I would also like to congratulate Phil Cottell, our 
Treasurer who has provided very responsive and professional 
accounting service to the guild.  You may not know it, but Phil 
contributes much to our success in his quiet way.  So many 
other people deserve credit such as Chico Sakman our Bench-
mark editor for several years who makes it look easy every 
month.  If you look in the back of the Benchmark, you will see 
the key individuals show head up our various committees and 
all have gotten in there and done their work well. 
 
At the risk of overkill, I do want to thank Russ Franson who 
for the past two years has led the charge in a way that has kept 
us moving forward.  Russ is a real woodworker with a good 

long history as a professional.  He combines a true interest in the 
classic idea of a guild as an educational environment with his own 
love of teaching and he has demonstrated many other organizational 
skills to boot.  Russ has said that his next interest is to do with 
woodworking shows, well, we can hardly wait!  I can’t think of a 
more rewarding situation for myself this past while.  Our guild is 
now famous for our Wood Recovery Team led by Wayne Holmes – 
they just keep ticking and ticking.  Our guild has been a source of 
inspiration for me in my bit of woodworking and more importantly 
in meeting all of you.  I plan to assist in any way I can during the 
coming year and am busy working on the fundraising for the Furni-
ture Society Conference next year. 
 
The guild is progressing and our membership is strong.  We have 
delivered two terrific community projects this year with our hospi-
tal dividers, hope chests and also the first annual Student Wood-
working Show.  What a great legacy.  There is a greater purpose to 
an organization like ours and we can all be a little bit extra proud of 
these projects.  You can be sure there will be ample opportunities to 
get more involved with the guild and the rewards are there for the 
taking – I know that for sure.   I hope you all have a great summer 
and see you in the fall. 
 
The Guild Library 
Ed Krakowski our guild librarian reminds all of us to bring in your 
lending materials at the June meeting!  We will be doing an audit of 
the library inventory over the summer.  Please help Ed by bringing 
them in! 
 
June Meeting 
In addition to the Annual General Meeting, we are planning a big 
Show and Tell.  Come one come all, no theme.  Just bring it in fin-
ished, in progress, problem to ask about, everything counts as a 
Show and Tell.  Then just put it down, or you can ask our Show and 
Tell Coordinator David Muir to arrange for you to speak a little 
about it.  We can arrange a walkabout at the meeting if you like.  It 
is up to you.  See you then ! 
 
Phil Makin, Past President. 

 
Out of Hand Craft Fair 2006 

Woodworking Exhibition 
 

CALL for ENTRIES  
 
 
In past three years, the Vancouver Island Woodworkers Guild has 
been invited by the organizers of the Out of Hand Craft Fair, held 
each November at the Victoria Conference Centre, to exhibit the 
work produced by members of the Guild. 
 
This year, the Salt Spring Woodworks Gallery will be managing 
and jurying the woodworking exhibition at the Out of Hand Craft 
Fair.  The show will be focused on studio furniture and art.   >>>> 



JUNE-2006                                                             BENCHMARK                                                                        PAGE-3 

It will not include reproductions, household or craft items.   
 
Work will be displayed from makers primarily from the Van-
couver Island and Gulf Islands, but is also expected to include 
work from makers from throughout B.C.  We can expect the 
works displayed to be of a very high level of quality.   
 
All members of the Vancouver Island Woodworkers Guild are 
invited to respond to the call for entries. 
 
 
Show Date:         November, 2006 
 
Location:             Victoria Conference Centre 
 
Entry:                  Fill out and return the application form, which 

will be available on the VIWG website and by 
email.  The deadline for entries is Septem-
ber 30, 2006. 

 
Jurying:               Initial jurying will be completed through sub-

mission of photos and the attached application 
form.  Inspection of the actual work may be 
requested prior to final acceptance.  Jurying 
will occur in October (dates TBD).  Jurying 
will be done by the Salt Spring Woodworks 
Gallery.   

 
Transport:           Exhibitors will be responsible for transporting 

(or having transport arranged) for their work 
to and from the exhibition. 

 
Sales:                  Items are expected to be offered for sale.  The 

commission amount will be determined by the 
end of June 2006. 

 
If you have any questions about the Out of Hand Craft Fair 2006 
Woodworking Exhibition, please feel free to contact Celia 
Duthie of Salt Spring Woodworks, or Detlef Grundmann or Phil 
Makin of the Vancouver Island Woodworkers Guild. 
 
 
Celia Duthie - Salt Spring Woodworks 
Ph:        250-537-9606 
Email:   celia@duthiebookcases.com 
 
Detlef Grundmann - VIWG 
Ph:        250-474-1957 
Email:   pebble@shaw.ca 
 
Phil Makin - VIWG 
Ph:        250-592-4033 
Email:   pmakin@shaw.ca 

 
Special Session on Building Tables 

 
 
The May guild meeting held at S.J. Willis High School featured 
five speakers talking about their experience building tables. 
Speakers were Michael Moore, Phil Smith, Jim Barker and Phil 
Makin. Cam Russell provide a slide overview of the Camosun 
student project to bid on, design, and then construct five tables for 
the Victoria airport. Each of these tables was designed around the 
theme of air travel.   
 
The evening variety presentation was a preview by Ken Guenter 
of his presentation to be given at the Furniture Society meetings 
this June; the talk is an overview of Victoria, host city of the 2007 
Furniture Society meetings. 
 
The four presentations by guild members covered a wide range of 
table styles from coffee tables to dining tables with all speakers 
have examples to demonstrate their work. Tables of solid wood, 
veneered construction, various styles from period furniture to 
modern and arts and craft styles were available. Although tradi-
tional methods prevailed, Jim Barker gave a spirited presentation 
advocating the use of CNC and modern computer methods to de-
sign and build modern tables. 
 
Members present appreciated the meeting layout with the arrange-
ment featuring groups of round tables allowing members to visit 
and exchange ideas before and during the sessions. This was the 
second use of the high school by the guild following up on the 
very successful chair meeting held there last year. 
 
The speakers deserve a vote of thanks from the members for bring 
their tables and discussing the construction and finishing tech-
niques. Members with suggestions for the theme for next year’s 
special meeting should contact a member of the guild program 
group. 
 
Bryan Kemper 

ANNOUNCEMENT  
 
There will be a field trip for those interested to the TF Sawmill in 
Cumberland on  Saturday the 8th of July.  
 
It will be an all day jaunt with an early start. I will have to deter-
mine transport options based on response.  
 
Please contact Keith Battersby at: 250-655-7029,  
E-mail: keithb@telus.net, or see me at the meeting  June 13th. 



 
ANNOUNCEMENT  

 
 
I would like you to know that in the fall we will be changing our method of  
contacting you via email. We now have our registration that can be done on  
the internet and it allows all of us access to guild information. By  
registering via our website, the job for the VP membership has been made  
much easier. For wood recovery we are never sure if our list is up to  
date or if we have persons receiving the information that is no longer of  
interest to them ( since they have not continued their membership). 
 
We now have the technology, thanks to a lot of hard work by Phil Makin, to  
get our wood recovery list from the guild web site. (please note that we  
have to have 'special permission' from the executive to go into the web site  
to get this information - it is not available on a general basis.) Derek  
Wentworth or I will be accessing the info that indicates who is interested  
in wood recovery. For each of you, this means that you must indicate under  
your profile, that you have indicated "wood recovery" is of interest to you.  
( To do this you should enter the website and after you sign in, a page  
comes up and in the middle of the page on the right hand side there is a  
title "profile" - please click on this and then mark your preferences.) It  
is from this list that we will get our information. 
 
Derek or I will go to this site each and every time we need to contact you  
concerning a wood recovery activity that might be of interest to you.  
PLEASE ensure that you have marked wood recovery in you profile. If you  
have trouble with the mechanics of this, please call me at 479 4694 and I  
will help you work through it. 
 
Another note of interest is that at the last wood recovery committee meeting  
it was decided that we would make all our cuts at the usual mill site of the  
size 2 3/8 inches by 8 inches unless there is a special request for a larger  
size ( smaller sizes can be done later on individual's equipment) For  
these special sizes the person must be on site and be willing to pay double  
the amount per board foot ( it was agreed by the committee that the price of  
the wood is very reasonable now and to make pay a higher price for a special  
cut should not be too onerous on anyone). 
 
The committee also recommended to the executive that a separate account be  
set up directly for wood recovery. This was given a very thorough  
discussion by the executive and the final decision was that the money aspect  
of the program should remain the same as it has been. The wood recovery is  
a function of the guild and as such should operate as part of the guild and  
not as a separate entity. 
 
Again, we will be starting to use the web site to acquire all of our email  
addresses starting in September or October. Please ensure the option of  
wood recovery is noted in your profile. 
 
If you have any concerns or questions about the above please feel free to  
contact me at 479 4694 
 
Wayne Holmes, Wood Recovery  
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The Winners of Victoria High 
Schools’ Furniture Show  

 
 
 
 Furniture Category:  
 
1 Troy McKay (lecturn)  
2 Thomas Chan ( 5 drawer chest ) 
3 Michele Worbel (foot stool )  
 
Non Furniture Category:  
 
1 Travis Hancock (segmented turned bowl)  
2 Lucas Tubman (turned square bowl ) 
3 Cecelia Porter (intarsia horse)  
 
Most Original :  
 
Lucas Tubman ( stitched bowl )  
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Show your appreciation for the following companies which support the 
Guild by membership discounts. 
 
Aarrow Safety Inc. 
Altech Machining 
Columbia Fire & Safety LTD. (10% off Card Required!) 
Island Imports 
Island Saw & Tool Co. 
Mother Computers (See Tony Scott, Card Required!) 
PJ White Hardwoods LTD. 
Reimer Hardwoods LTD. 
Richelieu Panel Products 
Skookum Tools LTD. 
Slegg Lumber LTD. 
Tools’n Space Woodworking 
Troy Electric Sales & Service 
Victoria Speciality Hardware LTD. 
West Wind Hardwoods Inc. 
Windsor Plywood LANGFORD 
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EXECUTIVE:  
 
President………..Russ Franson               656-8724                    rffd@telus.net  
VP Education ….Phil Makin                  592-4053               pmakin@shaw.ca 
VP Membership. Lauren V. Dungen       386-4544           lvdungen@shaw.ca 
Treasurer……….Phil Cottell                  655-9190               cottells@shaw.ca 
Past President…..Phil Makin                  592-4053               pmakin@shaw.ca 
 

COMMITTEE & PROJECT CHAIRPERSONS:  
 
Monthly Clinics – V O L U N T E E R   N E E D E D 
Toy Workshop Project – Doug Watson 477-0701  
Keynote Speaker Committee—  Phil Makin   592-4053…………….pmakin@shaw.ca 
Show Committee – Darren Bertuccio   250-213-7795…………...darren@woodfly.com 
Library Committee – Ed Krakowski  656-6727……………………...edshop@shaw.ca   
Show & Tell Com.- David Muir 727-1176…………………………dalbergia@shaw.ca 
Great Guild Project – Harry Verstraaten   479-7717………….harryv@bullockbaur.ca 
Wood Recovery Committee – Wayne Holmes 479 4694………...wgholmes@shaw.ca 
Membership Database – Larry Grainger 383-1215……………….lgrainger@telus.net 
Guild Merchandise Committee - Gordon Thompson  655-1318………………………. 
Door Prize Coordinator - Daniel Ouimet 652-0506…...chanteclerwoodcraft@telus.net   
Sponsor Liaison  - Daniel Ouimet 652-0506…………...chanteclerwoodcraft@telus.net   
Webmaster - John Porter 642-4480……………………………. john.k.porter@shaw.ca 
Man on the Street Photos - Peter Robin 475-0486………………...elderbird@telus.net 
Education Committee  - Karen Trickett 598-1383……...coventryww@pacificcoast.net                  
Education Committee  - Brian Kemper 656-7046………….....kemper@islandnet.com  
 

STUDENT LIASON REPS : 
 
Camosun College –  To Be Determined 
Belmont High -  Brad Tikk 391-1992 
Other High Schools—To Be Determined 
 

NEWSLETTER EDITOR :  
 
H.C.  “Chico” Sakman  858-4588  sakman@shaw.ca   or   sfww@shaw.ca 
Please use e-mail for your classified submissions.  If you must phone to submit 
your ad,  please do so after 8:00 pm any day of the week. Cut-off time is exactly 
one week  prior to the guild meeting. 

BENCHMARK  is published every month except July and August. Unsigned articles may be reproduced without permission. Permission to reproduce signed articles should be sought from: 
http://www.viwg.com OR by mail at: The Vancouver Island Woodworkers’ Guild,  3651 Shelbourne Street P.O. Box 32145 RPO Mount Tolmie Victoria, B.C.  V8P 5S2 
The Guild is a non-profit organization of woodworkers, professional and amateur, dedicated to the promotion of woodworking and appreciation of fine craftsmanship. A one-year member-
ship is $45. 

 OUR SPONSORS C L A S S I F I E D S 
  

 TOOLS’N SPACE 
C  L O  S  E  O U  T     S  A  L  E 
Thank you for your patronage  

for over two decades! 
Books, Tools, Supplies, Lumber & More 

338 Catherine Street         383-9600 
———— 

OPPORTUNITY 
Professional self employed woodworker seeking person or 

persons to share shop space and equipment. 
Presently have about 1100 Sq.ft. shop that is fairly well 

equipped but often idle. I am often in need of entry level or 
intermediate help for custom furniture and cabinetry and 

would consider exchanging work for shop use. Could be a 
very good arrangement for some one starting on their own 
woodworking business. Open to different arrangements 

and evening work. Share my shop, your shop, or new shop. 
Please call Brian Dodge, Inwood Designs 595-4272 or  

e-mail inwood@shaw.ca for more info. 
————– 
WANTED  

 
I'm looking for shop space to lease.  

I need approx. 600 sq.ft.  Chris Rothery 
———— 

FOR SALE 
 

Ryobi BT 3000 10 "Table Saw - $350.00  
Durex Bench Top Drill Press with stand & table  5/8” 

chuck-$250.00  
Call Ted @ 656-5109 or tprowley@shaw.ca 

———— 
FOR SALE 

 
Mastercraft (Canadian Tire) 16" Scroll Saw  

$50.00  
Call Cathy @ 381-3048 

———— 
FOR SALE 

 
Brand new, in its sealed case, Porter Cable 18G Pinner. 

$80 Call Chico @ 858-4588 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Cedar-strip canoe hull fiberglass on the outside, stands for 
it, long piece of ash to make gunnels.  
Best offer. Call Ernie @ 477-8760 


