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Newsletter of the Vancouver Island Woodworkers' Guild                       Issue: JUNE-2007       
VISIT US AT - WWW.VIWG.COM 

JUNE  MEETING  
Camosun College   -  Fine Furniture Program Building  

Tuesday, June 12th. 7:15 PM 

 

 
PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
 
 
Well the summer recess is almost upon us and one wonders where the winter went? It’s been a busy 
year for the guild with increased Saturday workshops on a wide variety of topics including the tours of 
local workshops which has surely put a few improvements on most of our to-do lists. All this on top of 
the usual monthly speakers with diverse backgrounds and experience. Wood recovery continues with 
it’s usual busy pace and several special guild projects focusing on community involvement were com-
pleted this year. 
 
We’ll end the season on an especially high note with the Furniture Society Conference here for the June 
21-23 weekend. This is an excellent opportunity to rub shoulders with some of the continents top furni-
ture makers and designers; even a one day pass would be well worth the investment of time and money. 
The guild will be sending 17 members to the conference to boost the return to our local members inter-
ested in furniture making. 
 
June is elections month for the guild with Russ Franson (Past President) in charge of rounding up a 
slate of officers to stand for the key executive positions. As you know there are many non elected people 
who do yeoman’s duty in serving the guild in various capacities. You see and hear from many of them at 
each meeting. I would like to acknowledge the participation of three exec members who are standing 
down at this time. These include Phil Cottell as Treasurer, Karen Trickett and Keith Evan for Program. 
Each of these individuals have had a profound influence on the quality of the guild activities over the 
past year (or more) and we owe each of them a sincere vote of thanks for their commitment of time and 
brain power to the running of our organization. Certainly the growing guild membership, now running 
at close to 170 members would be a telling example of the success of their work. 
 
The guild will continue to function over the summer and we will send out a revised executive and posi-
tion contact list shortly after the June meeting to allow you to direct any queries which you might have 
in July and August. 
 
Thank you all. Have a productive and safe summer. 
 
Bryan Kemper 
President, VIWG. 

http://www.docudesk.com


JUNE-2007                                                          BENCHMARK                                                              PAGE-2 

                                                       Call to Artisans: 
 
Artistic Community Cob Bench Project in James Bay needs a Roof Shelter, and someone local who can 
help design & build it! 
A covering for protection of the Cob Bench in James Bay will make the bench useable in the rain, de-
crease maintenance and be 'organic' in shape to complement the bench. Roundwood posts and beams 
are ideal. This is a volunteer opportunity for an experienced woodworker, and would be similar to 
building an arbour. To allow light through, an option would be  
'twin-wall' for the roof covering. (similar to plexi-glass) Another idea is possibly installing a living-roof. 
Neighbourhood involvement is very welcome, so interested folks in James Bay can take a look at the 
bench at New Horizons Senior's Center; 123 Menzies. It presently needs replastering which will happen 
once the roof is installed.  
 
Contact Stephanie Enevoldsen, 250-595-3047 
Natural Builder—TerraCobba Designs  www.hobbithomes.ca/terracobba  terracobba@hobbithomes.ca 

Look What We Made for Dinner! 
 
All Guild members are, once again, invited to attend this year’s exhibition of final projects by the 
Camosun College Fine Furniture class.  This year the students have constructed dining chairs from 
some lovely 6/4 Western Maple shorts kindly donated by the Guild and arranged by Wayne Holmes.  
The students were given the assignment: “to design, construct and finish a chair using the donated 
Western Maple that could be defined as a dining chair and could be shipped using FedEx UPS shipping 
rules. Oh, and by the way, your work will be viewed by about 320 of the top furniture makers in North 
America!” 
 
The exhibition this year is in the A.Wilfred Johns Gallery which is in the MacLaurin Building at UVic.  
The MacLaurin building is on the inside of the ring road and right in the heart of the Furniture Society 
conference.  The opening night will be on Friday June 15 at 7:00 pm. and the exhibition will run until 
Saturday, June 24.  Hope to see you there! 
 
Cam Russell — Camosun College, Fine Furniture Program 

2nd prize 
Segmented bowl 
Alex McCauley 
Lambrick High School 
Teacher – Roger Conrad 

���������	
����
�������������
��������������������� ���������������
����
�

	�������������
����������



JUNE-2007                                                             BENCHMARK                                                             PAGE-3 

   
 
 

1st prize 
Guitar 

by Jordon Mikers 
from Claremont High School 

Teacher – Doug Beeston 

 
 
 

1st prize 
Wishbone Table 
By John Gillis 

Of Belmont High School 
Teacher – Dave Mather 

2nd prize goes to Wes Collicot for the drawer cabinet. Wes is from Belmont High School with teacher 
Dave Mather.   

 
  

3rd prize goes to Nick Wams  for a coffee table.  Nick is from Lambrick High School with teacher Roger 
Conrod 



Show your appreciation for the following companies which support the 
Guild by membership discounts. 

 
Aarrow Safety Inc. 
Altech Machining 
Columbia Fire & Safety LTD. (10% off Card Required!) 
Island Imports 
Island Saw & Tool Co. 
Mother Computers (See Tony Scott, Card Required!) 
PJ White Hardwoods LTD. 
Reimer Hardwoods LTD. 
Richelieu Panel Products 
Skookum Tools LTD. 
Slegg Lumber LTD. 
Troy Electric Sales & Service 
Victoria Speciality Hardware LTD. 
West Wind Hardwoods Inc. 
Windsor Plywood - Keating X-Road  
Windsor Plywood - LANGFORD 
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EXECUTIVE:  
 

President……….Bryan Kemper     656-7046            kemper@islandnet.com 
VP Education ….Karen Trickett     598 1383 coventryww@pacificcoast.net 
VP Education…….Keith Evans        592 3102                   kjrevans@shaw.ca 
VP Membership. Rob Blondeau      881-8132                 rblondeau@shaw.ca 
Treasurer……….Phil Cottell            655-9190                     cottells@shaw.ca 
Past President…..Russ Franson        656-8724                          rffd@telus.net  
Newsletter Editor….H.C.  “Chico” Sakman  858-4588          sfww@shaw.ca 

 
COMMITTEE & PROJECT CHAIRPERSONS:  

 
Monthly Clinics – Keith Evans      592-3102………...…...kjrevans@shaw.ca 
                              -Karen Tricket   598-1383..coventryww@pacificcoast.net 
Show Committee – Darren Bertuccio   213-7795….....darren@woodfly.com 
Library Committee – Ed Krakowski 656-6727…………..edshop@shaw.ca   
Show & Tell Com.- David Muir 727-1176……………...dalbergia@shaw.ca 
Toy Workshop Project – Doug Watson   477-0701  
Wood Recovery Committee –Wayne Holmes 479-4694.wgholmes@shaw.ca 
                                                 - Derek Wentworth …….design.line@shaw.ca 
Guild Merchandise Committee - – Phil Cottell………….. cottells@shaw.ca 
Door Prize Coordinator - Daniel Ouimet  652-0506 
Sponsor Liaison  - Daniel Ouimet ………….chanteclerwoodcraft@shaw.ca 
Webmaster – Colin Knecht…………………………………knecht@shaw.ca 
Man on the Street Photos - Peter Robin 475-0486……..elderbird@telus.net 

 

STUDENT LIASON REPS : 
 
Belmont High -  Brad Tikk 391-1992 
 
 
 
Please use e-mail for your classified submissions.  If you must 
phone to submit your ad,  please do so after 8:00 pm any day of the 
week. Cut-off time is FIRST MONDAY of  EACH MONTH.  

BENCHMARK is published every month except July and August. Unsigned articles may be reproduced without permission. Permission to reproduce signed articles should be 
sought from: http://www.viwg.com OR by mail at: The Vancouver Island Woodworkers’ Guild,  3651 Shelbourne Street P.O. Box 32145 RPO Mount Tolmie Victo-

ria, B.C.  V8P 5S2 

 OUR SPONSORS C L A S S I F I E D S 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Shopsmith DC 3300 Dust collector 330 CFM - $200 
Shopsmith 12" Planer on stand with casters $300 
Incra Miter3000SE miter gauge new in box - $200 

Call Harvey Brooks 920-0636 
 

FOR SALE 
 

Unisaw w/ 3hp Baldor, 40” Biesemayer fence, 
Forrest TK WW -II, Freud 80T blade & 8” shimless 
dado set, improved dust collection (inc. never used 
Excalibur overhead guard & dc), Excalibur miter 
gauge as well as its own original, improved arbor 

nuts, mobility (on 4 casters) and router table. Miter 
slots are perfectly parallel, miter gauges and panel 

sled are perfect and it’s a very accurate saw. 
$2000 

14” - 5/8” chuck drill press $170 
Call Chico @ 721-4522 or sfww@shaw.ca  

 
Wood Finishing Services Available.  

 
Hello, My name is Cherie Lavoie.  I have been 

french polishing and finishing wood since 2004.  I 
specialise in staining and polishing the old fashion 

way, by hand and with brushes.  I am very passion-
ate about wood and take great care in bringing out 

its natural beauty.  I would be honored to finish 
your wooden creations.  Also if anyone need an as-
sistant woodworker, I am available for hire.  I can 
be reached at woman-of-the-woods@hotmail.com 

or (250) 686-6075. 
 

Garry oak for sale. Contact  
carolinerosina@yahoo.ca 

 
WANTED  

 
Adjustable COMPASS-PLANE for concave and 

convex work in good working condition.  Call 
Ernie Bleiker 477-8760  
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Log Structures Tour 
 

On Saturday June 2 about twenty members of the guild attended a tour of two buildings under construction, 
one post and beam and the other a non conventional log home. The log home was suggested by Graeme Evans, 
and the post and beam barn is being built by Keith Battersby and therefore was a follow to his talk on post and 
beam construction given earlier this year. 
 
The 2800 sq. foot log home is located off Rocky Point Road in Metchosin; it sits on a stone outcrop with par-
tial views of the straits. The house was design and prefabed by a firm in Gibsons, BC which provided the tim-
ber framing onsite in December of 2006. The building features western red cedar trees which are cut close to 
the ground to feature the characteristic flare of the butt in design the structure. The pictures below illustrate 
this aspect of the structure. 
 
Keith Battersby has been working on a post and beam barn/studio in the East Sooke area for the past year. All 
of the wood for this building comes from recycled sources, including the logs which were salvaged from the 
lodge originally partially built near the Sooke Pot Holes. The design here is classic post and beam, with most 
of the logs being cut one site with a portable band saw mill. The concept and inspiration for this structure 
comes from similar barn nearby. 
 
Our thanks to Karen, Graeme, and Keith for arranging an interesting tour of these unique structures. 
J. B. Kemper 
June 4/07 
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The  
“Log house” 

Tour 


